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L 71818 ERTE, 
| - Queen of NORWAY; 70 
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HEROICK LOVE: 


NOVEL 


Written originally in French, | 
By the Author of the Happy Slave 


And Tranſlated into Engliſh by a Gentleman | 
of foes. | 


* 


In Two PARTS. 


Ob Woman! lovely Woman ! Nature made you 
To temper Man: we had been Brutes withont you. 
Ang Is are painted fair, to look like you. 
1 There's in you all that we believe of Heaven; 
4 Amazing | Briebtneſs, Purity, and Truth, 
; Eternal Foy, and everlaſting Love. 
Otway's Venice Preſery'd. 


„ 


LONDON, 


Printed for W. CET woo D, at Cato s- Head 
in Ruſſellaſtreet, Covent-Garden. M. Dc. xxl. 


I has always been thought 
Or * 3 i | — 
FI] Bl very neceſſary for Mri- 
| - " ad. | 
ters, eſpecially the firſt 
"© time they appear in 
Print, to lay before the World, by 
way of Preface, the Reaſons why 
and wherefore they took Pen in 
Hand; whether it was their Ce- 
nius that inclind them to this 
 partieular kind of Scribbling; whe- 
ther they undertook the ark by 
way: 7 Amuſement in the Coun- 
. A 3 try ; 
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vi PREFACE. 
3 Or whether their Phyſicians, | 


1 
E the Cavities of their 
Preſcrib d this Method of dif- 
charging it, as more eſfectual than 
Pilla-Cochiæ, or Cephalick Snuff. 
To comply with this Cuſtom, I 
thought myſelf obliged to give my 
Reader a true and genuine Ac- 
count of what Bay F, me to un- 
dertake the following Tranſlation; 
and, upon ſeriouſly examining my. 
Heart, I found it proceeded from 
the three following, Reaſons. © 
Firſt, Having. accidentally met 
with this Nowel., in French, 1 
read it over with a great deal of. 
Hatisfaction, and did not doubt 
bur that there might be ſome who 
could not underſtand. the Origi- 
nal, . yet. would xladly peruſe. a 
Tranſlation of it; and might be 
as Hine h 4 elig ted with the . 
12 A © X 
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PREFACE. vil 
as I had been with the former. 
Beſides, I conſider d, that ſince | 
Novels were icon OO | 
o las is l probability eli 
mould. be ford tranſlated ; and, 
with the Van 2X us iar to young 
People, imagin d that it might k | 
done by a worſe Hand. 2 

The Second thing that promp- | 
ted me to it, was the inveterate 
Itch of Scribbling, 4 Diſeaſe far 
more dangerous Than the Mar 
= Afeilles Plague: for it does not, 
= Ike that, confine it-ſelf to parti. 


cular Cities or Countries; but, 
when once it grows Epidemical, 


general) inſects above half the 


* 


. Nation. 3 
A laft, tho (without a Pun) 
5 not my leaſt Reaſon, was the 
want of a better Employment. 
In ſhort, as ſtale as the Excuſe 
Is, it was never made uſe of 
85 TOY | more 


vi PREFACE. 
more ſeaſanably: I was buryd in 
tie Country, the Days grew ſhort, 
and the Weather bad — But hang 
it, what fa wie an Apology that 
many DA. lisbelieve, — more 
laugh at; I had got the Itch, and, 
as Captain Falconer ſays, muſt 
be ſcratch d, tho the Blood 
n 1 
© That I may put on as much of 
tze Author at once as poſſibly I 
can, I muſt beg my Reader not to 
lay all the Faults he meets with 
upon me; ſince, for want of due 
Care and exact Correction, ſeve- 
ral are ſlipt into the Impreſſion. © 
However, to deal ingenuouſly, F _ 
muſt confeſs, that theſe are only | 
the tranſpoſing or omitting a 
word or two now and then; 
and falſe Stops, fans Nombre: 
Whatever other Errors there are, 
I freely acknowledge them my own. 
3; SR g Having 
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the Trouble of ſear 


PREFACE. ix 
_ Hawving ſaid thus much in be- 
half of the Tranſlation, I ought, 


in juſtice, to jay ſomething of 
the Noel itſelf; but as the Da- 


niſh Hiftorians are Gentlemen 
that I have not the Honour of be- 
ing acquainted with, I cannot af- 
ſure any body upon my own, but 


upon the word of my Author, the 
thing is not fictitious; but trul 
Matter of Fatt, taken out of the 
Hiſtory of Denmark, and may 
there, I do not doubt, be met with 
by any one who will give himſelf 
L 1 7 or it: 
But to let him ſpeak /e June 
„Te neſt ny une Fable, ny 


un Roman que je vous donne; 
* Ceſt la Verite pure de I Hif- 
« roire, a laquelle je nay eu la 


peine que dajouter le tiſſu 


de la Natration, pour luy 
donner un Air plus Frangats, 


« quelle 


A 


x PREFACE. 
« quelle n'a dans les Hiſtoires 
du Danemark.” 


© This is neither Fable nor Ro. 


* mance that I offer you, but Truth 
itſelf; to which I have only ad- 


* ded the cloſe Connection of E- 
© wents, and given them in a 
* more polite Style, than what 


© they are deliver d in by the Da- 
© nith Hi ſtorians. IP 

My Fir ſt Intent was, that my 
Coup d'Ellai ſhould be my ne 


plus ultra of this kind: However, 


ſhould the Nur Sex approve of 


my Style, and I have ſome few 
leiſure Hours; or my Diſtemper 
happen to be of the ſame Nature 
as our laſt Summer's Agues, 
ſeemingly cur'd by the Application 
of the Bark, but if you diſconti- 
nue the Remedy, the Fit return d; 
it will not be long before the Town 
hears from me again. 
| . bo 
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Author of ILDEGER TE. 


IE King returns——and all our Poet's 
Lays 1 

Are conſecrated to the Monarch” O Praiſe : - 

A noble Theme ! the firſt of Men he ſtands, 

And deals out Fate to the moſt diſtant Lands; 

He gives th* Imperial Eagle Wings to ſoar, 

And makes the Rebel liſten to his Lore, 


Eludes the wild Efforts of Rome and Spain, 


And vindicates his Empire o'er the Main;; 
Scares the bold Ruſſian, with his Thunder's Roar, 


And bids the injur'd Vandal fear no more: 


But ſuch a Theme let Sewell's Muſe purſue, 
Another ſofter Province is for you. 


BE yours the Glory, and be yours the Care, 
Beſt of my Friends] to entertain the Fair: 
Proceed with native Judgment, and with Eaſe, 


Exert your Genius, and deſerve to pleaſe ; 1 
| 5 
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xii To the AurTHOR. 


So ſhall Jour Work be certain of Applauſe, 
And ev'ry gentle Fair eſpouſe your Cauſe 3 


Your Amazon anenvy d mount the Throne, 


And ſhine as Virgil's fam d Camilla ſhone. 
So Henrietta may perhaps admire 

Her generous Conduct, and her virtuous Fre; 
Attend the various Story, and delight 

To ſee the beauteous Warrior prove her Might, 
And turn herſelf «he Formune of the Fight. 
Applaud an Ildegerte, ſo greatly known, 
And love a Character ſo much her own. 


*T1S done, the Iabour'd Piece at length is done, 


As nicely finiſp d as it firſt begun; 


The Subject moving, and polite th* Addreſs, 

Oh ! be your Praiſe as great as your Succeſs. 
Proceed, dear Friend, on your diſtinguiſh'd Brow, 
May Albion's firſt and faireſt !.awrels grow ; 
Be your next Flight ſuperior to the Skies, 
And your great Subjest Henrietta's Eyes. 


Jouxn CAVENDISH:® 


Queen! of No ray. 5. Ke 


MF LDEGERTE the Heroine . 
WE the following S Hiſtory, was by Na- 
ture endow with all the Accom- 
e pliſhments requiſite to the Framing 
of a beauteous Body, and a Soul truly great 
and Virtuous. She was not a Princeſs by 
Birth, but, deſcerided from an Ancient and. 
worthy Family. Her Statute was ſuch, that 
had ſhe exceeded it, ſhe had been too tall: 

Her Air, Ber Gate, her Actions, had ſomething. 
in em Noble and Majeſtick, and at the ſame, 
time {wect and engaging : Her future Fortune 
might be rcad in her very Looks: Her Hair 
was black, and 'flow'd. in Ringlets round her. 
Snowy Neck; her Skin was E and tran- 
B ſparent; 
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2 ILD EGE RTE 


ſparent; her Eyes were large, black, arid full 


off kite and Fire? her Noſe well made, and a 
e upon the Roman; der Mouth, indeed, 
w rather too big, but the Cotal of her Lips, 
Smiles, and the Whiteneſs of 
made even that a Beauty; her 
Checks look d like poliſh'd Ivory, ſtain d with 
the Drops of Thien 1 Dye, and her Shape was 
exactly Regular. As for the Beauties of her 
Mind, I will not pretend to deſcribe, it being 


impoſlible for any thing, but her own Actions, 


to expreſs them. FP 

ubs er Was Brinerly a Kingdom inde- 
pendent of any other; the Eaſt-ſide of it 
join'd Sweden, the South end pointed to Den- 
mark; it was then govern d by Frederick, a 
Prince, who tho' Young, was Juſt, Valiant, 
Wiſe, and Chaſt. His Father dying 


his Minority, had been Regent: She was a 
Princeſs of a moſt Maſculine Diſpoſi tion, War 
was her Diverſion, but the Kingdom being 
in perfect Peace and Tranquility, Hunting was 
her Amuſement. As nothing is more Re- 
markable in Courts, than an Endeavour to 
Copy aſter their Princes, (the beſt way to re- 
commend any one to their Favour) ſo this 


Tempet of the Queens, ſeem d tranſplanted in: 
To: my one of the Ladies, and ſhe thought 


her- 


had left 
him in the Cradle; and his Mother, daritig 


I 2 
2 y + * 
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Queen of NOR WAT. 
herſelf the  happicſt, who could the beſt i imitate 
her. 

HER Maids of Honour were choſen: from 
among the Young Ladies, who. excelld both 
in Beauty and in Strengths they were taught 
to ſhiver a Launce, uſe a Scimitar, to bend 
the ſtubborn Bow, to hurl the pointed Spear; 
to launch the well-aim'd Javelin, and tame 
the generous Courſer. Amongſt theſe, none 
: had © remarkably diſtinguiſh'd' herſelf, as the 
Beauteous 1/degerte, (tho her Years were very 
> unequal to ſuch Fatigues) whether in the Hunt. 
ing Matches or mock Fights, with which the 
= Quecn was often wont to entertain herſelf: 
But tho in all the Friendly Conteſts with her 
Companions, ſhe came off Conqueror, yet, 
Mp ſuch was her affable Behaviour, her modeſtand 
winning Carriage, that it made a greater Im- 
preſſion on their Hearts, than her Actions did 
on their Minds, and what is ſeldom to be met 
with, all admir d, but none envy'd her. 
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RAINF ROT was then King of Sweden, he 
Was Young, Handſome and Valiant, but taint- 
ed with an unlimited Ambition, and all the 
Vices that generally accompany it; He was 
Proud, Cruel, Covetous, and Falſe, without 
Faith, without juſtice, without Honour, and 
without Religion. He had feſolvd within 
himſelf, that as ſoon as he came to poſſeſs the 

B 2 Crown 
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4 TLDEGERTE 


Crown of Sweden, he would extend his Do- 
minions, and to that end, during his Fathers 
Life, under the ſpecious Pretence of ravelling, 
he had made it his Buſineſs to viſit ſeveral Fo- 
reigri Courts, eſpecially thoſe of Denmark and 
Norway, endeavouring to diſcover the Foible 
of thoſe Kingdoms, and to get ſuch Acquaint- 
ance; as might be. ſerviceable to him 1 in his fu- 
ture Deſigns. 

- DURING his Stay in Norway, he had an 
Opportunity of ſeeing 1/degerte; for in a 
Tournament which the Queen had prepar d 
for his Entertainment, he broke a Launce 
with her, in which, tho ſhe did not unhorſe 
him, yet ſhe made him loſe both his Stirrups. 
Raznfroy, tho out of Countenance, could not 
forbear admiringherSkill and Courage, but how 
great was his Surprize, when ſhe lifted up theBea- 
ver of her Helmet. Notwithſtanding his Ambi- 
tion, he was naturally of an amorous Diſpoſi- 
tion, but at the fame time ſo ſwell'd with 
Pride, he thought nothing could reſiſt him. 


He gaz d on [ideperte, her Beauty dazled him; 


a violent deſire of Enjoying Her at firſt, 


Sight poſſeſt him, and his Soul was as full of 


Love for her, as hers was of Hatred for him, 


whoſe odious Character ſhe had ſo often 


heard. | 
THIS new Paſſion was no great Torment 


10 to Ramfroy, he knew not what Fear was, he 


tought 


N 


8 we 


2554 


ES 51 


"Og 


Queen of No R W A Y. \ 6 


thought it highly improbable, that a Maid of 
11degerte's Quality ſhould refuſe the Love of 


ſo accompliſh'd a Prince; he ſoon found an 
Opportunity of making an overture of his 
Paſſion, but was ſtrangely Surprizd at her 
manner of Recciving it; ſhe ſhew'd not only 
an abhorrence of his Perſon, but alſo an ut- 
ter Deteſtation of the Crime propos'd, her 
Hatred encreas'd his Love, and her Coldneſs 
fann'd its Fire. He ſaw it was in vain to talk to 
her any more; he therefore reſolvd as ſoon 
as he could ice a convenient Time to Steal 


her away, and carry her by Force out of Nor- 


way into the Sui Dominions. 

As impracticable as this Deſign would have 
appeard to any other, it ſecm'd very caſy to 
Ramfroy, he being aſſurd that his Follow- 
ers would gladly undertake it, well know- 
ing them to be the moſt Valiant, or rather the 
moſt Deſperate of all the Sweazſb Youth. 


But whilſt they waited only for a favourable Op- 


portunity the Plot was diſcover d, 1/degerte 
reccived timely Notice of it, the whole Pro- 
ject miſcarried, and the Prince who knew 
the implacable Temper of the Queen, if once 


Incensd, began to think it high time to Re- 


tire out of her Dominions into his Fathers, 
whom at his Arrival he found in ſuch a deſ- 
perate Caſe, that his Life was deſpair d of. 


THE 


6 ILDEGERTE 7 
| THE Queen Dowager of Norway dyed M7 
[ much about the ſame Time, lamented by all, 
BB but more eſpecially by Frederick ; he had Wt 
1 ever been a tender Mother, he a reſpectful 
1 | Son; but what made him more Senſible of * 
| his Loſs was, he now began to feel the Weight 
1} of the Crown fall heavy upon him, for this 
Hereick Princeſs had ſince his Aſcending the 
Throne, cas d him of the greater Part of the 
Royal Burden. 
| As ſoon as his Grief began to abate, he 
4 ttmougnt that he could do Nothing better than 
1 to chuſe a worthy Co-partner of his Bed and 
4 Throne, in whoſe Converſation he might 
4 find a ſolid Pleaſure, after the tedious Fatigues 
4 which always Accom pany. the diſcharge of 
ll - Publick Buſincis. 
H E had ſometime before the Queen 8 Death 
* been an admirer of Lldegerte, but the Lady's 
= known Vertues as well as his Honour, forbid 
1 his entertaining any Thoughts of her, but 
| what were Honourable. He knew at the 
4 ſame time the Queen's haughty Temper too 
ll | well, to think ſhe could be pleasd with ſo 
ll; unequal a Match, and tho it was not in ger 
41 Power to havehinder'd it, yet he had too great 18 
1 | Reſpect for his Mother, to undertake any 'Y 
'o Thing which might be in the. leaſt Diſplea- *® 
i ſing to her. But this Obſtacle now Removd, = 
he reſolv d to Aſſemble the States of his King- at 
dom, 4; 
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Queen of NOR way. 7 
dom, and to declare his Deſign of Marrying 
Laegerte, not doubting but that her extrarordiz 
nary Merit, as well as the filial Love which 
they bore him, would caſily induce em to 
give their Conſent; and he only deferr d the 
Execution of this Deſign, till he had waited 
upon /4egerte, and diſclos d his Paſſion to 
the beauteous Maid. 
THE Maids of Honour, with the reſt of the 
late Queens Attendance, and part of the 
Ladies which belong d to her Court, were re- 
tir d to a Palace which was built in the mid- 
dle of a Forreſt for the Convenience of Hunt- 
ing; and there deplord the Death of their 
Royal Miſtreſs, whoſe Loſs they daily be- 
came more Senſible of. Thither it was Fre- 
erich intended to go, having given out that 
he had a Deſign to Viſit that Palace, rho” the 
real Intent of his Journey was to ſec the beau- 
teous 1/degerte, to make her an offer of his Heart, 
and to lay his Crown at her Feet. But the 
Night before his ſetting out, News was brought 
that Rainfroy (whoſe Father was but lately 
laid in his peaceful Grave) was enter d into 
Norway, with a ſtrong and mighty Army, and 
without having declard War or given any 
Reaſon for his Proceedings, in an Hoſtile man- 
ner plunder d his Towns, and ravag'd his Pro- 
vinces; the Labourers Hopes were deſtroy d 
by the all Conſuming Flame; the Flower of 
"A the 


: 


. 
; — bated I Te mano 
— wt 


8 ILDEGERTE 

the Nation fell by the Edge of the Sword ; he 
ſpared neither Age, Sex, or Quality, all who 
unhappily fell into his Hands, were immedi- 
ately put to Death, except ſome of their young 
Women, who were given as Spoils to the Sol- 
diers, that they might gratifie their Raging 
Luſt, he himſelf not being in the Leaſt be- 
hind hand, with any of them in the Com- 
miſſion of thoſe brutal Actions. 1 
_ Tris News Thunder ſtruck the unhappy 
Frederick, all Thoughts of Love were laid 
aſide, twas Time to Provide for the ſafety of 
his People, leaſt all ſhould ſhare the Fate of 
their unfortunate fellow Subjects, who had 
miſerably Perifh'd by the Cruel Swedes : He 
gave immediate Orders for the raiſing of Men; 
for Norway having for many Years before 
enjoy d a profound Peace, and ſceing no like- 
lyhood of an Irruption with any Nation, had 
no Forces on Foot. Great therefore is the Im- 
prudence of Princes, who while they are in 
Safety, do not Provide againſt future Danger; 
or rather great is the Folly of thoſe People 
who begrudge their Prince, the ſmall Supplies 
requiſite for the keeping of a ſtanding Army; 
but lay open to the Mercy of the Firſt invad- 
ing Ty rant, and fo loſe the Whole, rather 

than ſpare an inconſiderable Part of it. 
MEAN while the King Summon' all the 
Nobility to come and join him ; he Fortify'd 
'F his 


Queen of Noxwary: "9 


his Towns, and having poſſeſs d himſelf of 
ſeveral Advantageous Poſts and Paſſages, 
march d with thoſe few Men he had got to- 
gether, that he might put ſome Stop to the 
Enemies Progreſs, and delay them on the Fron- 
tiers of his Kingdom, till he was in a Condi- 
tion to drive them out by Force of Arms. 
A conſiderable Army was ſoon rais d by the 
Care of the Miniſters and the Diligence of the 
Officers; add to this the extream deſire every 
one had to ſerve their King, whom they loyd 
as much as they dreaded the Potent Enemy 
who had invaded them; they march d to the 
Place of Rendezvous with indefatigable ſpeed, 
having been Reintorc'd in their March by the 
whole Body of the Nobility, and the ſeveral 
Parties which each of them had brought 
with him. The King having Review'd his 
Army thought himſelf ſtrong enough to ven- 
ture a Battle: To this end he call'd a Coun- 
cil of War, and declared his Reſolution, which 
was unanimouſly approy'd of; but Frederick 
told them at the ſame time, that tho the 
King of Sweden had made ſuch Havock in 
his Territorics, as would more than juſtify 
him in falling on his Army, yet he was re- 
ſolv'd to depute a Herald to Rainfroy to ask 
the cauſe of his Proceedings, and ſee if twas 
poſſible to ſpare the Lives of ſo many Thou- 


ſands of their Subjects, (who muſt neceſſarily 
CG fall 
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fall in Battle) by renewing the ancient Trea- 


ties of Peace. And accordingly one of the Kings 


Secretaries was immediately ſent, who receivd 
no other Anſwer but the following Letter. 


RAINFROY King of Sweden, to 
FREDERICK King of Norway. 


FT OU can be no Stranger to the Love 1 
Bear the beauteous Ildegerte, ſince it was 
by your Induſtry chiefly I ſaw an undertaking 
miſcarry, which. would long ago have put me 
in actual Poſſeſſion of her. Now you 
know the Cauſe, you may eafily put an end 
to the War. Doliver up the haughty Maid, 
and I'll immediately retire out of Norway. 
But if you refuſe to comply with this demand, 
FI} make my way through your Dominions by 
Fre and Sword, and bear her off by Force 
of Arms. On this Condition only, you may 
make a Friend of 


RAINFROT. 


It is almeſt impoſſible to comprehend the 
Surprize of Frederick at the receipt of this 
Letter; he found the Enemy of his Country 
to be his own particular Enemy, a hated Ri- 
val, this Knowledge incens d him the more, 
aud increaſed his deſire of Revenge. But as 
* 9 a de- 
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a deciſi ve Battle was to be foug ght the next 
Day, he did not think it prudent” to commu- 
nicate the King of Sweden's Later to his 
Council, leaſt they, ignorant of his Paſfion 
for Thdegerte, ſhould think it fit to treat of 
Peace with Rainfroy, when it could be done 
on Terms ſo reaſonable. 1 

But as he ſaw that the Lofs of this Battle 
might be the Loſs of his Life and Crown, 
or what was worſe to him, the Ioſs of 1/degerte, 
he thought himſelf obligd to let her know 
his Love, which he had ſtill conceal'd, tho it 
had long ſwelld and labour d for 2 Vent; ; that 
Sweden had proposd the only Conditions.on 
which he could not, would not treat; and 
that he would rather venture Life, Crown, 
and every thing, than once bear the Thoughts 
of loſing her, To this end therefore, as leon 
as he had given Orders to his Officers, and diſ- 
pos d every thing for the important Combat, 
he retir d to his Tent, and wrote the follow- 
ing Letter, | 


FREDERICK King of Norway, , 
the Beauteous ILDEGERTE. be 


F you are but conſcious of your Deſerts, 
it will be no Surpriæs to Jou to hear of 


Kings ME for your lovely Perſon, but 
E 3 = that 


12 TILDEGERTE 
that Tre feh'd in Secret for you for almoſt 
theſe tc Tears, and that to Morrow Morn- 
ing T ſhall venture my Life and Kingdom to 
preſerve you from a Rival, whom I think un- 
worthy of you, is what perhaps 5 ou do not 
yet know, and what I could no 42855 conceal. 
Zou will ſee, by Rainfroy's Letter, the Cauſe 
| of” our Bloody War, and the only Conditions 
on which he will put an end to it. Did. not 
Þ Love, yet would my Honour Protect you. 
Believe me, thou lovely Maid, I burn with 
of 125 Ardour of a chaſt Lover. I was 

to you to make an offer of my Heart 

rone, when I was forc d away to ſtop 
2 impetuous Courſe of a Aeſtructiue Enemy. 
Our Armies are within Sight, and ere this 
Time to morrow our Fate wwill be decided. If 
N ucceſs waits upon the Fuſtice 35 our C auſe, 
II haſten to you, to offer a Hand, which 
will then be more worthy your Acceptance; 
But if my Enemy Triumphs, which he can 
never do "bil TI have Life, remember at 
leaſt, that my Blood was ſhed for your ſake, 
and that you do not loſe in me JG King, but 
your Lover, and your Husband, 


FREDERICK. 


He delivered this We: with the King of 
Sixeden's | inclosd i in it, to one of his moſt Faith- 
ful 
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ful Servants; he alſo gave him his Picture in 
Miniature for the fair [/degerte, and order d 


the Meſſenger to acquaint her more particular- 


ly with the preſent Poſture of Affairs, the Diſ- 
poſition of the two Armies, and whatever 
elſe his Lacgerte ſhould think fit to ask him. 
This Buſineſs diſpatch d, he return'd to viſit 
the principal Poſts of the Army, and once” 
more to inſtruct the Officers in their ſeveral 
Duties. Night coming on, he retir d to his 


Tent, but in vain he try'd to cloſe his Eyes, 


Love and Jealouſy employ'd him the whole 
Night, they engroſs d all his time, and wou'd 
not © allow him to enjoy the refreſhing Pleaſure 
of a Moments Sleep. Scarce did the Morn- 
ing dawn, before he was on Horſeback, and 
the firſt Rays of the Sun diſcovered, his Ar- 
my in Battallie, his Troops were equal in 
Number to his Riyal's, but they were Raw 
and undiſciplin'd ; yet the cheerfulneſs and 
Courage with which they march'd to the Field 
of Battle, as well as the Juſtice of his Cauſe, 
made him conceiye great Hopes of the Victo- 
ry. After having rang d them in Order, he 
gave the right Wing to General Todd, whoſe 
Conduct as well as "Courage had been often 
experienc'd ; the Prince of Finland, his Mo- 
ther's Brother commanded the left Wing, and 
the Main Body the King himſelf. The two 
Lines were commanded by two Officers, 


whoſe 
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whoſe former Services might very well 
entitle them to thoſe Poſts, The King 
having poſleſt himſelf of two ſmall Hillocks, 
plac'd on each of them a ſmall Corps de Re- 


Jerve, who were ordered to obſerve the Mo- 


tions of the Army, and fayour them accord- 

ing as they ſhould ſes Oppportunity, _ 
The King of Sweden obſerving the man- 

ner in which the Norwegians were ranged, 


put his Troops almoſt into the fame Order; 3 


he was ſurpriz d to ſec that Frederick would 


venture his Kingdom in one Battle, not know- 


ing that he had to do with a young Rival, 


whom Love made Valiant and whom Jealou- 


iy ſpurrd on to Revenge. MRaznfroy 


_ depended very much upon the Courage 
of his Generals, he knew his Men to be well 


Diſciplin'd, and all deſirous of engaging their 
Enemics. He gave the Command of his 
two Wings to two of his experiencd Gene- 
rals, reſerving the main Body for himſelf in 
hopes of meeting Frederick, and then by ſingle 


Combat to decide the Fortune of the Day. 
Nor was Frederick in the leaſt behind Hand 


with him, all his Hopes were , that his good 
Fortune would Conduct him to that part of 
the Field where Rainfroycommanded, thinking 
he ſhould be but poorly reveng d, if his 


Riyal fell by any other Hand than his own. 


As 


Queen of NOR way. 15 
As ſoon as the Signal was given for the 
Armies to advance nearer one another, the two 
| Kings came forward, with a deſign of ending 
their Quarrel, but the Nobility ruſhing i in be- 
tween, immediately ſurrounded them and robb'd 
them of that mutual Satisfaction. The Armies 
joyn d, and the firſtOnſet was horrid and bloody, 
the Norwegtans fought bravely, animated by 
the Preſence and Example of their King, 
whoſe glorious Actions ſeem d ſomething 
more than Natural. He plung d into the 
midſt of thickeſt Foes, and where the 
Danger was the greater, he had before his 
Eyes the lovely 1; Iaegerte ready to be raviſh'd 
from him, as well as the Miſeries which his Sub- 
jets had ſuffer d by the Barbarity of a Cruel | 
Enemy. 

But now the Swediſh Horſe gave Ground, 
their Ranks were broken, and the Prince of 1 
Finland had made ſuch Havock in the Right | 
Wing of the Swediſh Army, that the Offi- b 
cers could ſcarce keep their Soldiers from fly- | 
ing; the Infantry did not fare much better, 
and the two Corps de Reſerue came in ſo 
4 propos, and flank'd the Enemy, that never was 
there a fairer Proſpect of an entire Victory, 9 
when Frederick whoſe Courage had carried | 
him too far, had his Horſe kill'd under him, | 
nor could the few that were with him lend 
him any help before they were ſurrounded by 

an 
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an innumerable Multitude of Swedes; the 
Norwegians fought bravely and fell one by 
one round their King, but not withour firſt 
having raisd a Bulwark with the Bodies of 
their Foes. Frederic was reſolved to (ell 
his Life dear, each Blow he gave, dealt cer- 
tain Death, till at the laſt, oppreſt with Mul- 
titudes, he greatly fell by a blow with a Se- 
diſh Scimitar, which divided his Head in 
two. 
As this Prince was the very Soul of his 
People, his Death was no ſooner known but 
the Officers found all their endeavours to ani- 
mate their Soldiers, Vain and Fruitleſs; a 
ſudden Damp ſeiz d all their Spirits, Victori- 
ous as they were, they feared, they ſuddenly 
gave Ground and fled, and left the half con- 
quered Swedes an entire Victory. 

The Prince of Finland, notwithſtanding 
his endeavours, ſaw himſelf forſaken to a 
Man, and by that Means forc'd to retire. 
But Todd, the valiant Todd, who 
commanded the Right Wing, having on one 
of thoſe Hillocks where a Corps de reſerve 
had been placcd, rallied a few reſolute Men, 
who, like him reſolv'd not to ſurvive the beſt of 
Kings, and facing about, attack'd the Sweazſþ 
Army. Two Hours with incredible Valour 
they bore the Shock of Charging Hoſts tho' 


far Superior in Number. The Sweats, 
a = 


Queen of NOR WAT. 1 7 | 


wh ſaw their Courage, and how bloody the 


Conqueſt of them would be, offer d them 


Quarter, but Todd and his Men afſwered only 
with their Swords. 
The King of Sweden came in Perſon 


with the Flower of his Army to the Place 
where this deſperate Combat was maintain'd, 


he order'd his Men to hedge them in cloſe; 
and pour their Arrows in upon them. But 


unhappy was the Fate of the Foremoſt who 


attack d them; a Thouſand Victims they Sa- 
crificed to the Memory of their dear King, 
till at laſt Todd, who ſtill Gloriouſſy dif. 
charged the Duties of a brave Soldier, anda 
wiſe General, oppreſt by the Multitude of 
his Enemies, and weary with the Slaughter 
of ſo many of them, began to grow Hot and 
Breathleſs, and lifting up "the Bever of his Hel- 
met for a little Air. receiv d a Shot in his 
Head with an Arrow, and 'immediately fell 
down Dead. A doleful Cry was heard among 
the Norwegtans, but their Grief neer leſſend 
their Courage, but rather increas'd their Fury: 
The Sweaes once more ſummoned them to 
Surrender, and accept of Quarter, but they 
ſcornfully refuſed it, and vigorouſly laying 
about em they valiantly periſhed, nor did 
any one of them fall unrevenged. 

The total Defeat of this Army with the 


Death of their King had expoſed the whole 


King- 
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18 ILDEGERTE 
Kingdom to the Invaſion of Rainfroy, and 
as Rapes, Murders, and Plunder, were the 


only Objects of his Victory, he treated in 
a moſt inhumane Manner, not only thoſe 


Places which he took by Force of Arms, but 


even thoſe which ſurrendered to him, leaving 


every where the curſed Marks of a yet un- 
heard of Cruelty. 


But let us leave him in the Enjoyment of 
his brutal Actions, and triumphing in his Bar- 
baritity, and return to the unhappy aegerte, 
whoſe Misfortunes were as yet unknown to 
her. As her Soul was truly great and Hero- 
ick, ſhe had reccived her Royal Lover's Let- 
ter with leſs ſurprize, and with leſs Joy than 
another would have done; for Pomp and 


Pageantry ſhe deſpis d, and had no other Am- 


bition than that of excelling in laudable Acti- 
ons; yet could ſhe not but reflect with Plca- 
ſure on the Perſon who made an offer of his 
Heart, and flatter her ſelf with the Thoughts 
of being beloved by a young Monarch, not 
more diſtinguiſh'd by his Birth than his Vir- 
tues; but whether ſhe durſt not truſt his firſt 
Declaration, or whether ſhe dreaded or ( as 
ſome do their Misfortunes) foreſaw his fall- 
ing in Battle, or whatever elſe might be the 


- Reaſon, tis certain ſhe was never ſenſible of 
that inward yh rm the offer of a 


Crown 
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Crown and of a Heart which really deſery 'd 
her Love, will generally cauſ. 

The News of an Expreſs being arcivd, mak! 

the Purport of his Meflage was ſoon. ipread 

all over = Palace, and as {/degerte was very 
well beloved, the Ladies immediately came 
to congratulate her upon her good Fortune, 
and what is not every Day to be met with at 

Court, their Words were ſincere, their Acti- 

ons without diſſi mulation, and their Hearts 

free from Envy. They look d upon her, as on 
their Queen, and endeayour'd by their early 

Services to recommend thamſclues to her Fa- 

vour. 

Amidſt this — Satisfattion Tide 
was the only one who ſhew'd little or none ; 
but if ſhe had been unconcern d at her Hapi- 
neſs, ſhe could not be ſo at her own and 
the Publick Misfortunes. Imagine ſomething 
more than Grief, ſomething greater than De- 
ſpair, the fabulous Story of Venus mourning 
for her Adonis, the Rage of Achilles, when 
his dear Patroclus was Slain by his moſt 
inveterate Enemy Hector; and yet, all this 
will come but ſhort of what ſhe felt, when 
the next Day after the receipt of the King's 
Letter, an Expreſs arrivd who told her the 
the total Defeat of the —_ and the Death 
of Frederick, 1 


What 
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What a ſudden Revolution was here! 
Yeſterday ſhe might have thought her ſelf the 
| happieſt, to Day ſhe was the moſt unfortunate of 
Women; twas not the Loſs of a Crown that 
ſhe deplord: She ſaw the whole Nation, by her 
Means, involvd in Woe and Miſery, and ſhe 
now felt, what ſhe never was ſenſible of be- 
fore, the Pangs of parting for ever from one 
o — war of, and who had made an . 
on on her Virgin Hear. 

| "> The- Ladies who were papliile: when the 
faral Meſſage was delivered, fhrick'd out ſo 
-vehemently;thatthe whole Palace wasalarm'd, 

the deadly News immediately ſpread, Hor- 
ror and Confuſion might be read in every 
Face, while Grief ſat heavy at their Hearts. 

They left the unhappy- Virgin's Apartment 
that each might weep at Leiſure in her own, 
and leave Tidegerte at Liberty to indulge her 
Sorrow, which as yet they did not dare cndca- 
vour to mitigate, leſt, like a ruſhing Torrent, 
the more you dam and ſtop its Paſlage, the 
more it ſwells and overflows its Banks. 
Beliza, only her dear Belixa, the Compan- 
jon of her moſt retired Hours, and the ſole 
Confidant of her Heart, remaind with the 
untortunate Maid, who at firſt, with down 
caſt Looks, and meaſured Steps, - walk'd ſi- 
lently round her Cloſet, buried in Thought, 
and jolt to eyery thing but excclliyc Gricf; at 


laſt 
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laſt turning towards a Table where her Lo- 
ver's Picture and the two Royal Riyals Letters 
lay. She takes the Picture up and looking 
tenderly on it and bathing it with her Tears, 
Oh ! lovely Prince (ſays ſhe) Muſt J then 
be the fatal Cauſe of your untimely end? 
Tias not the Swediſh Steel, *twas Ildegerte, 
*Fwas your unhappy Love that causd your 
Death and plung d-your Kingdom- mto endleſs 
Ruin. Oh! cruel Heavens! And muſt the 
Guiltleſs die? And muſt the Guilty Triumph 
in his Tall? Muſt Virtue ſmk beneath the 
weight of Vice? But ſince my Stars, my 
cruel Stars deny me the Bleſſing of thy Vir- 
tuous Love, I'll Live to be the noble Inſtru- 
ment of Revenge, to ſlay thy Foes or periſh 
mn the Attempt. Then laying the PiQture 
down, ſhe took up his Letter, and read it 
over and over, till with her Tears ſhe had 
Effac'd the Words: A thouſand Times ſhe 
kiſsd the Names of Lover and of Husband, 
which concluded it; a Liberty ſhe would 
not have taken had Frederick been alive: At 
laſt her Sighs giving way to Speech, ſhe 
thus broke out again, Thou beſt of Princes, 
and thou beſt of Men, the Maid whom thou 
haſt Honoured with the Names, the Sacred 
Names of Lover and of Wife, before allſeemg 
Heavens vows Revenge, Vows fhe will i 
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her own unhappy Life, or glut thine A es 
with thy * A Blood. : fo 
Night drew on, and with her Sable Cur- 
tains veil'd the chearing Splendor of the Hea- 
vens, Horror, the Companion of Darkness 
increas d with the Shades, and for an Aggra- 
vation (if poſſibly there can be an Aggravati- 
on to Deſpair) freſh Coutiers every 
Hour arriv'd, who added ſome lamentable 
Circumſtance to the already intolerable Mis- 


fortunes. _ 
At laſt, this Night, this dreadful Ni ght 


Oerpaſt, the Ladies who look d on Tldegerte 


as on their Queen, and bore her the fame re- 


ſpect as if {he had actually been the Royal 


Fredericks Widow, begg d leave to wait on 
her in the Morning. J1/degerte gave imme- 
diate Orders to have a large Hall hung with 
Black where ſhe received them. The affli- 
cted Maid thought they were come thither to 
adminiſter Comfort, but found that they 
wanted it themſelves, Grief Choak'd their 
Words, Tears trickled down their Cheeks, 


and not one was able to utter what ſhe had 


delign'd. But when the Heroick Maid 


found that their time would be ſpent in 


Weeping, ſhe huſh'd her own Sorrows and 
calm'd her. Paſſions for a while, and thus 
addreſsd her Companions, ih weep 
ye thus my Friends? Will Tears avail, — 
i 
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Mill wailing ſtop the approaching Tyrant's 
Courſe 2 pn — our Gef be the only 
Tribute which we to Frederick's 4 
pay? Our Country's Safety and our ' King's 
Revenge, ſhould fill our Thoughts and take up 
all our time. The * — — only = 
appeas'd by ſheddimy 1% Blood upon his 
| Tan Come, let — pay the gratefut Sacra- 

ice, let our libations Streams of purple Blood 
flow to appeaſe the mjurd Royal Shade. 
Why pauſe ye thus“? Can we not werld the 
Sword? Can we not brandsfſh ingh the ſbi- 
ning Spear, or with our Arrows hit the di- 
Stant Mark 2 Cannot Revenge or tlurſt of Li- 
berty excite a Female Breaſt with Martial 
Rage? Or fhall we live in an anglorious 
Rage, when Fortune, Life, and Honour are at 
Stabe, and tamely yield to the invading bue, 
become the Captrues of a barbarons Tyrant, 
a Prey to Cruelty or raging Luſt? No, let 
us riſe at once, gird on our Swords, and with 
undaunted Courage meet the Foe, with Hon. 
our in the Combat, let us fall, if Rainfroy 
Conquers, happy is our Deaths; perhaps ſome 
tacky Arm may reach his Heart (O Heavens! 
would that lucky Arm were mine) Our 
Country's Shame, our Armies late diſgrace; 
would by the Tyrant's Blood be then effacd, 
and Norway would be ſavd. Come let us 
£0, let us admir d live, or envy'd dye. id 
| 1idegerte 
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Largerte had no ſooner ended, but ſhe 
might perceive by the drying up their Tears, 
and by the glowing red which fluſh'd their 
Faces, what Effect her Speech had had upon 
them; they roſe, they thank'd her for the 
| heroick Ardour which ſhe had infpird in 
every Breaſt, they call'd her their Queen, and 
vow'd. they would follow her whereſoever 
ſhe pleasd to lead. At firſt ſhe refusd the 
ſupream Command which they offer'd her, 
and would have had it given to one more 
Worthy, (but where could one more worthy 
have been found!) They all threw them 
ſelves at her Feet, and would not be perſua- 
ded to riſe till ſhe had promis d to be their 
Leader, after which they ſwore Obedience to 
her Commands, and promus d never to for- 
ſake her. 

This Ceremony ended, the took upon 
her the Management of Publick Affairs, or- 
derd the raiſing of ,Recruits, the levying the 
Money neceſſary to carry on the War, and 
diſpatch'd Couriers to every Part of the King- 
dom, but eſpecially to 7heodorick King of 
Denmark, Nephew of Frederick, and now 
by his Death King of Norway. Mean 
while ſhe took into her Service all thoſe 
Women who had Courage cnough to put 
on a ſuit of Armour, and to devote their 


Lives to the Service of their Country. Of 
theſe 


OG 
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theſe there were found fix Thouſand which the 
divided into twelve Regiments of Horſe, and 
of them form'd three Brigades, the Command 
of which ſhe beſtowed according to Merit. 
Aſter this ſhe review'd her little Army and ad- 
miniftred an Oath to every one of them, which 
was to this Effect, Never to lay down their 
Arms, till Rainfroy was kilfdor driven out of 
Norway, and neuer to accept of, or uar- 
fer to any Swede who fn full ors Then 
Hands. 

Theſe Amazons were no ſooner ready, but 
Nadegertèe march'd at the Head of em, and 
being daily join d by new Recruits, as well as 
by the little Remains of the laſt Army, and 
by thoſe who were fir d at the fight of ſo noble 
an Example, found her ſelf when the eneamp'd, 
ar the Head of twenty Thoufand, and but 
two Days Journey from the Swedes. 

Rarnfroy was not all this while in the 
| leaſt ignorant of T/degerte's Proceedings, but 
fcorn'd to take any Notice of the Adviccs 
which were daily given him, not thinking that a 
Handfull of Women would dare attack his 
Army, fluſh'd with Victory, and by whom 
the Flower of Norway had been fo lately 
cut off. Nay he thought it ſhameful to en- 
counter them with the ſame Forces which had 
routed a mighty Army, and flain their Royal 
Leader. But knowing 1/Zecerte to be their 

E General 
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General, Love, which will often Aattertit ſelf 
without any Grounds, perſwaded him, that it 
was his kind Fate that brought her thither to 
make her fall into his Hands with a leſſer trou- 
ble, nay, that perhaps repenting of her former 
Scorn, or dreading his conquering Arms, the 
chief deſign of her coming, was to meet him, 
and yield unto his Love. Flatter d with this 
laſt hope, he reſolvd to depute ſome one 
towards her, to ask for a Truce, to enter into 
a treaty of Peace, and to deliver her a Let- 
ter. 

udegerte, as] obſervd before, was but two 
Days march from the Enemies Camp, from 
which ſhe was parted by a large River and 
ſome ſtraight Paſſes, of which ſhe had taken 
care to poſſeſs her (elf, when Rainfroys Embaſſy, 
which was compos d of three Officers, arriv'd ; 
they were introduc'd into 1/Zegerte's Tent, 
where ſhe reccivd them with an air of Indig- 
nation and Anger, the foremoſt of them deli- 
verd his Maſter's Letter, which ſhe opencd 
and in it found the following Words, 


RainFRoOY King of Sweden, to the Vali- 
ant ILDEGERTE. 


Did not enter Norw ay af the Head o 
powerful Army with a deſign to he 
727 Ildegerte, 1 cam? to make her a ſecond 


offer 
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offer of my Love, and to remove all thoſe 
Obſtacles which might have prevented 
our meeting. I have deſtroyd an Army 
which would have oppos d my haſty March, 
and their King has periſhed in the middle of 
them; why then do you come armed to meet me? 
Would you combat him whom you have al- 
ready Conquerd? No, come my fair One, 
are thoſe Laurels which I have won, and 

do not expoſe your ſelf with a few weak Wo- 
men, who will not be able to bear the ſight of 
my ſhinmg Arms; amidſt the horror and 
confuſion of the Battle, even Ildegerte herſelf 
might not be ſafe. The Kingdom ſhall poſſeſs 
a ſolid Peace, and you a conſtant Heart, ac- 
cept them while they are offerd, for Friend 
or Foe you muſt inevitably fall into the Hands 


7 
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Amaz d and ſhock d at the Inſolence of 
ſuch a Lover, Lacgerte would not condeſcend 
to write an Anſwer, but having expoſtulated 
with thoſe Officers about the Cruelty which 
the Swedes had exerciſed againſt the Norwes- ' 
zans, without any the leaſt Provocation, and 
without there being ſo much as a War decla- 
red betwixt the two Crowns, ſhe order'd 
their Ears and Noſes to be cut off, and in that 
E 2 plight 


* 
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plight to be ſent back to Rarnfroy, to tell him 
that thoſe were her preliminary Articles of 
Peace. 

Whilſt 7/degerte had been raiſing an Any, 
Thebdorich King of Denmark had been doing 
the ſame, and was preparing to come to the 
aſſiſtance of his Uncle, the late King of Swe- 
den, when he reccivd the fatal Expreſs 
which {/degerte ſent him; he ſaw that it was 
no longer time to dally, and that what he 
could do for that wretched Kingdom, now 
by ſucceſſion his, muſt be done immediately, 
and that the leaſt delay would confirm his 
Enemies Conqueſt, and render all his endea- 
vours fuitleſs; and therefore with what Troops 
he had alrcady on Foot, he ſet out, tranſport- 
£d them in ſuch haſte, and purſued his March 
ſo indefatigably that he was almoſt in ſight of 
the Swedrſp Camp, before that Rainfray had 
had the leaſt Notice of his being Landed. 

The Swediſh Army was ſurprized at the 
Sight of this, yet unexpeacd Enemy, whole 
Arrival had thrown a thorough Conſternation 
into their Camp; juſt at the ſame time they 
were Saluted with the ſhocking Sight of the 
returning Embaſly, and IAAegerte at the Head 
of her Army was marching towards them. 

Theoaorick who was inform'd of the Enc- 
my's Concern, rcſoly'd to attack em the next 
Morning; but the Manner in which it 

: ſhould 
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ſhould be done, Largerte and he could not 
well agree upon, for the S νν Army was al. 
moſt between the other TWO, or rather the 


Three form d a kind of Triangle. The King 
of Denmark therefore was for having the 


Surah attack d on each fide, and the rather 


becauſe it was ſcarce poſſible that any junction 
ſhould be made, but that the matching Army 
ſhould give the Enemy an raum of fall. 
ing on their Flank. 

1idegerte on the other Hand, was of Opinion 
that their Forces ought to be join d, becauſe 
cither Army was ſo much weaker than the 


Enemy, and ſhe thought it impoſſible, let 


their Orders and Reſolutions agree ne'er 0 
well together, that both ſhould make an attack 
juſt at the ſame time; beſides, ſhe knew the 
Country ſovery well, that ſhe would under- 
take to join the Danes, unperceivd by; the 
Swedes; or let the worſt happen, ſhe would 
move in ſuch Order that ſhould they fall upon 
her, ſhe would be ready to bear their firſt 
Attacks, and give the Danes time to come 
to her Aſſiſtance, Having therefore diſpatch'd 
a ſmall Number of Soldiers, who under the 
pretence of forraging, engagd a Party of the 
Encmys who were fo amusd with the Skir- 
miſh, that ſhe join'd Theodorict, her March 
being wholly unperceiv d by them. 


* | The 
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The King of Denmark could not ſufficient- 

iy admire the Conduct of the Heroick Maid, 
and of her Amazons. Their Troops march'd 
in ſo regular an Order; an undaunted Cou- 
rage, an ardour to Engage, a thirſt of Venge- 
ance, a deſire of Victory, and a contempt of 
Life appeared in all their Looks. The ſetting 
Sun play d on their ſhining Arms, by which 
its Beams were ſo reflected, the Danes could 
ſcarcely bear the dazling Splendour. 1/degerte 
herſelf was mounted on a ſtately Barbary, 
blacker than Jet, and who by his curvetting 
ſeem d proud of his Rider. Her Coat of Mail was 
of burniſh'd Steel, enrich d only with a Golden 
Wire, a black Scarf imbroidered with Gold 
grac d her Side and Shoulder, and a black Plume 
covered her Head - Piece, whole Beaver being 
open d diſcover d a Face, beauteons, ſweet, 
and Majeſtick, which at once inſpir d Love 
and commanded Reſpect. 
 Theodorick ſaw her, and with Admiration 
gazed upon her, gaz d till he lovd, and lovd 
till he ador d. He was of an amorous Con- 

ſtitution, yet had never before felt the Tumults 
of a real Love. But 1/zegerte's Perſon charm'd 
him, her Courage and Conduct tranſported 
him, he greedily ſuck d her Beauty in at his 
Eyes, and the nn Poiſon thrill'd thro! 
his Heart. 77 VM 


__ The 
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The King was then two and twenty Vears 


of Age, (which 1/zegerte had not yet reachd 


by 15 Moons) his Humour was pleaſarit, his 
Temper caſy, and without much difficulty 
could be byaſs d, which might probably be 
the Reaſon that he was naturally inconſtant. 


He was Valiant, a good Soldier, and under- 


| ſtood the Diſcipline of an Army, and the 
Managing of a Battle to advantage as well as 
his oldeſt Generals, yet he lovd to be flatter d. 
He was ſincere in all his Actions, thought 

every Body elſe ſo, and therefore could not 
diſtinguiſh as he ought between his real and 
diſſembled Friends. 

The Preparation of a Battle did not at all 
hinder Theodorick from indulging the growing 
Paſſion. As ſoon therefore as he could dif: 
engage himſelf from that crowd .of Officers 


whom his interview with /degertehad drawn 


about him, and that ſhe was retir'd. to enjoy 
a Moments Reſt before the Council of War 
was held, which the King had called together, 
not to Conſult whether or no, but in what 
Manner they ſhould fall upon his Enemies. 
He retir'd to his Tent, and gaz d her Beauties 
Oer again, for the charming Idea was ſtill be- 
fore him, and every growing Thought of her 
was fix d and rooted in his Heart. end 
, When 


— 
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Wben thoſe that were in waiting, found 
that the King was willing to be left alone, 
they retir d and no one remain d with him 
in his Tentz as ſoon as he ſaw himſelf at 
Liberty, he gave his Thoughts a vent and 
eas d his tortur d Breaſt. Ham umjuſt ſays he 
is Fame How has hh wrong d Ildegerte 
By bau muth dbes her Beauty exceed all that 
has been reperted of it! Ob lovely Maid! 
Nature has endow d thee with ſuch Charms 
that ſhould proffrate Kings effer thee their 
Crawns, they wantd not offer mere than thou 
deſerveft. But alas! Is thy Heart as capa- 
ble of receiving the Imprefſiens of à tender 
Love as thine Eyes are shilfull in imprinting 
#, This Thought awak'd his Fear and caus d 
a Moments Pauſe, but preſently he continud, 
O happy, thrice happy ſhontd I be, if Ambiti- 
am would but Fire ber Breaſt, aud if to ſhare 
, Throne ſhe would fhare my Bed! But 
what ds { ſay? Would this be happineſs ? 
No, 'twould be Miſery. Tis her Heart ſooner 
#han her Peiſon I would be Maſter of, and 
would be indebted for my Congueſt, not ta Am- 
lation but ta Love. He was interrupted in the 
midſt of theſe Reveries by the returning Spies, 
and the Detachments wluüch were ſent out 
to reconnoitre the Poſture of the Enemy, and 
had only time cnough to reflect on his Con- 
dition, he found he was as deeply in Love 
== with 
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With Tidegerte at firſt Sight, as he could be 
after the moſt intimate Acquaintance, and 
reſolvd ' from that time forward to make it 
his whole Buſineſs to pleaſe her. _ 
The Evening drew on apace, and the Hour 
for the aſſembling the Council came, WhO 
met at Theoderick's Tent. I Hdegerte havin 
put off herArmour, and being ſumptuouſly dr 
was preſent ar it, nor did ſhe ſcruple giving 
her Gpinion; but whatever the ſaid was ſpoken 
ſo judiciouſly and ſo 2 propos, that the King 
plainly ſaw her Wit to be as much ſuperior 
ro her Beauty as her Beauty was to all the 
Praiſes that could be beſtowed upon it. 
The Diſpoſition of the Army being agreed 
upon, the tight Wing (in which was the 
little Body of Amazons) was Commanded 
by 1/deperte ; the left, was given to Prince 
Elaral the Kine's Fayourite, and the . main 
Body 7, heodorick reſervd for himſelf All 
things were ordered for the' Battle by thefirſt 
break of Day, for they reſoly'd to attack the 
Swedes ſome Hours if poſlible, before they 
expected em, hoping thereby to encreaſe the 
Confuſion in which they already were; Rain- 
froy on the other Hand who ſaw their cxtra- 
ordinary Preparations, was well pleaſed to 
think of Fighting another deciſive Battle, on 
which, perhaps, depended the Fate of Denmark 


as well as of Norway, and the Conqueſt of the 
F Beauteous 
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Beauteous 1/dzgerte, and therefore made his 


Army advance ſo near the other, that it would 
have been impoſſible for either of them to 


have defer d the wiſh'd for Combat. 


Whilſt the two Kings were ſo impatient for 
the En gagement, t was no Wonder to find 
both Armies in Battle array by the firſt dawn 


of the Morning. The Charge was no ſoon- 


er ſounded, but a Cloud of Arrows darken d 
the Rays of Day, and winged Death flew 
whiſtling thro the Air. /degerteobſery'd that 
ſhe had very much gall'd the Smediſb Horſe, 
and therefore preſt upon them with ſo much 


Vigour and Conduct, that nothing could 


reſi { her victorious Arm. Their Ranks began 
to be broken, and the whole Swed:/þ left 
Wing was in Confuſion. Reſolvd to make the 
beſt uſe of this Advantage, by fetching a ſmall 
Compals, ſhe fell upon their Flank, and fo con- 
founded them, that ſpight of all that their 
Officers could do, cither by Example or any 
other Encouragement, they began to bend and 
give Ground, 

Harald who commanded the left Wing 
of the Danes, found a hotter Reception from 
the Swedes right, and altho' he was a brave 
Commander, and knew as well as any othcr 
how to ſeize on the leaſt Advantage, yet all 
he could do was to bear unmoy'd the violent 
Shock of charging Hofts. 


But 
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But the Cauſe was quite different with the 
main Body, for Theodorick was there in Per- 
ſon witli the Flower of his Army; Raimfruy 
had charg d him fo vigorouſly, that even the 
Regime of the Daniſh Guards began to be 
ſhaken, and notwithſtanding they were ſupport« 
ed by the ſecond Line of Battle, which had 
movd to their Aſſiſtance, | twWas with much 4 
doe that their Officers prevented a total Roiit. 
The King, who. commanded at the Head of 

them, in vain diſcharg d the Duties of a brave 
Soldier and a skilful General, for he was ſo 
ſurrounded by the Enemy, that it was next to 
impoſſible for him to diſengage himſelf from 
the midſt of Hoſtile Squadrons. Confuſton, 
Death, Horror, and Deſpair, feem'd to have 
forſaken the reſt of the Camp, to take theit 
Reſidence near the King, who was ſo preſt on 
every fide, that he had baniſſrd all hopes of 
Life and Safety, and was wholly taken up 
with the Thoughts of ſelling his Life at a dear 
rate.  Wllegerte had Notice given her of it, 
and Jeavitig her Infantry with ſome Squadrons | 
of Horſe to puſh on the half won Victory, with 
the chevaux legers, ſhe flew to the Aſſiſtance 
of her King juſt at the Inſtant when weary 
with the Slaughter of his Foes, and oppreſt 
by their Multitudes, he could no longer reſi iſt, 
and his Horſe, weak with his Wound Was no 
jonger able to ſupport his Ridet. She forc'd her 
+ way 
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way, thro the appoſing Foes, and join d 7 hev: 
dorick. juſt time, enough, with her Scimitar 
to cut off the Hand of a Swedsſp. Soldier who 
had lifted a Battle-Ax over his Royal Head, 
and muſt incvitably have cleavd him to his Sadle. 
She. diſpers d the; Enemies, brought the Mo- 
narch back again o his Army, inſpird his re- 
puls d. Battallions, and with the ſame haſte 
with: which ſhe had perform d all this, re- 
turn d to complene her Victory over. the Swe- 
Hes. left Wingg 

oon as her Troops ſay her xcturning, 
they Shouted in ſo victorious a Manner, that 
it wholly, diſcgurag d their Enemies and they 
Were preparing to retreat when Rainfroy came 
to ſcour them; he had been inform d of 
the miſerable Condition of this, Wing, and 
ava that the Battle was incyitably. loſt if he 
could not find the Means of Rallying thoſe 
beaten Forces; he came thereforg with a Par- 
ty gf Horſe, and by his Preſence, ſo animated, 
and þy. his timely Reinforcement ſo ſuccour d 
them, that they fag d about again, and put a 
ſtop, to the HRPErunus Courſe oh. the Con- 
Menges. 123 1 05 

; Ldegerte ſaw what a areadful Revolution 
chere was like to enſue; Victory which had all 
along inclind towards her, now began to ho- 
ver in a doubtful Manner between the two 
Camps, there was no way of making her in- 
we cline 
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cline but by. defeating the Horſe, at the Head 
of which Rainfroy fought; ſhe therefore filld her 
Ranks, encourag d her Soldiers, | and movd 
towards him, but was oblig d before ſhe could 


reach him, to leap from her Horſe who n 


beneath his Wounds. 

As ſoon ag ſhe was mented again, ſhe * 
pearcd at the Head of an Amagumian Brigade, 
and pointing to Rainfroy, Behold, ſays ſhe, the 
Man whoſe Heart we muſt pierce or peri ſi in 
the Attempt... She ſpoke, = ſupported by 
four Squadrons ſhe fell upon the Enemy, with 
ſo much Courage, and in ſich good Order, 
that in a very little time ſhe made her way 
thro' to Raznfroy ; who, tho he had often 
been in Battle, and in it was one of the moſt 
undaunted of Men, yet he found himſelf now 

more cloſely: prcſt than ever, and began to be 
ſenſible of the Danger. Aſham d and con- 
founded to be ſo dealt with by a few Wo⸗ 
men whom he had ſo lately deſpis d, he col- 
lected all his Strength, and his glowing Love 
now turn d to burning Hate, he dealt Lae- 
gerte ſuch a Blow with his Scimitar on her 
Head- piece, that if it had not been made of well 


temper d Steel he muſt: have cleft her down; 


but lifting up his Arm to redouble the Stroke, 
Lacgerte took the Advantage of the extremi- 
ty of his Armour, plung d her Sword into 
his Body, and Sheath'd it in his Heart. The 

Tyrant 
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Tyrant fell, bubbling Streams of purple 
Gore flow d on the red ning Ground, and his 
eruel Soul ſoon found a 7 . thro the en. 
— Wound. 

While this was doing, Tideperte' Cotpent- 
ons behav'd themſelves ſo brayely, that the 
greateſt part of that Body of Horſe which 
Ramfroy had brought with him, ſhar d their 
bloody Leaders- Fate; ; the whole Wing ply'd, 
and the Suediſd Army was in ſuch a Condi- 
tion, that their Officers thought of nothing but 
making a favourable Retreat, in which the ap- 
proaching Night and the ern 
1 very much aſſiſted them 

Ilegertè purſued the flying tee, but at 
aſt ſatisfy'$with the Blood ſhe had ſhed tothe 
Memory of the Royal Frederick, hinder'd in her 
purſuit by the beginning Night, return d back to 
the Camp, that ſhe might give her Troops the 
time to enjoy the ſweets of Reſt, which was 
very neceſſary after the * of afifteen Hours 
Combat. 75 

As ſoon as the had al ighted from her Horſe 
and entred into her Tent, her firſt Care was 
to inform herſelf of the State of Theodorich, 
but was very much ſurpriz d to ſee him en- 
tring at the ſame Inftant, accompany'd 
with Prince Harald, the Companion of his 
buſy, as well as plealant Hours, and his Boſom 

Þ Con- 
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Confident; the reſt of his Attendance waiting 


his return at the Tent Door. 
As the King came in, Tideverte haſtily 
pull'd off her Head- piece, but had not time 
enough to wipe her Face; as the heat of the 
| Combat had encreas d her Colour, it ſcem'd 
alſo to have redoubled her Charms; the grace- 
ful Sweat, that becoming Duſt, and the glo- 
rious Strains of $7Wwedzſp Blood (thoſe evident 
Proofs of an Heroick Courage) on ſo lovely 
a Face, ſeem'd to command a greater Reſpect, 
and made a deeper Impreſſion (if a deeper. 
Impreſſion could be made) upon the Heart 
of the Love - ſick King. Aw d at the Sight of fo 
much Virtue and ſo much Beauty, the trembling 
T heodorick approach'd her, and Saluting her 
with the Reſpectful Fear of a doubting Lover; 
IJ come, Madam, ſays he, to offer to your diſpu- 
ſal a Life, for the Preſervation of which I am 
wholly indebted to you. I muſt own, Madam, 
that my Viſit is very unſeaſonable, and that 
no one ought to have broken in upon your Pri- 
vacy,and have hinder'd a Repoſe,cuhich certam- 
ly muſt be very much wanted, after the tedious 
fatigue of the bloody Day ; but my impatient 
Duty would not let me defer my coming to 
ſhew my grateful Acknowledgement for your 
timely Succour. Ildegerte anſwered this kind 
Speech of the King's with ſo modeſt. a Beha- 


viour, in fo ſweet a Voice, and ſuch empha- 
tical 
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rical Expreſſions, that he was ſtill more and 
more convinc'd, that the Beauties of (her 
Mind, as fat exceeded thoſe of her Body, as 

| thoſe of her Body did allthecombin d Charms 

of Woman-kind. © 

AI as already impoſſible to ſhake off the 
violetit Paſſion ; his Heart was pierc'd - 
with a bearded Shaft which cannot be, pull'd 
back, nor is there any Hopes of Relief but in 
the drawing it thro the Wound. | 

The Condition in whith he found the He- 
roine, would not admit of a longer ſtay; but 
he could not leave her without fixing his 
Languiſhing Eyes upon hers ; I owe you my 
Life, my Fortune, Madam, ſays he, but ri 4 
Lie and Fortune over which you ſhall akways 
have an abſolute Command. As he ſaid theſe 
Words, he, in a Tranſport, ſeiz d her Hands 
and gently ſqueezd them. A ſudden Bluſh 
oer ſpread her Face, the King trembled, bow'd 
ſubmi ſſively and retir d. 

As ſhort as this Viſit was, Harald had had 
time enough to behold the charming Amazon, 
and to examine every one of her engaging 
Features, and notwithſtanding his Royal Ma- 
ſter had alrcady made him the Confidant of 
his Amour, yet could he not Reſiſt the com- 
bind Charms of ſo accompliſhid a Lady; 
Love, powerful Love, ſtole into his Heart, the 
new born Paſſion ſoon diffus d it ſelf in every 

Vein 
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Vein and the more he Was obliged to conceal z 
it, the fierccr it grew. 

Harald was a cloſe Difſembler, : a only 
States Man, a fawning Flatterer, Valiant even 
to Raſnneſs, and ambitious even to Madneſs; 
nothing was ſo great but he would- readily 
undertake it, nothing ſo difficult but he 
would ſurely put it in Exccution, ſuch was 
the ſubtilty of his Intrigues and Politicks, 
ſuch his unparallel'd Patience in bearing the 
many thwarts and rubs, which a deſign of his 
might meet in the way. His Vices were con- 
ceald under the ſpecious Cloke of Vertue, 
his ſervile Complaiſance under the ſacred Name 
of Friendſhip, tho he was ſo very far from ever 
knowing what a real one was, that he never did 
any thing for the Service or Intereſt of another 
Man without having his own in View. As 
the Kings Temper was open, free, and unſuſpi- 
cious, Harald had eaſily inſinuated himſelf 
into his Favour, notwithſtanding ſome few 
frivolous Pretentions which he had to the 
Crown of Denmark, and which ought for 
ever to have hindred his Riſe and prevented his 
growing Great and Powerful. | 

Tho' he was acquainted before Hand with 
his Maſter's Love, yet did he not think that it 
ought to be any Obſtacle to his own; not on- 
ly becauſe he did not believe the King intend- 


cd to make 1/degerte the Partner of his Bed 
G and 
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and Throne, but alſo becauſe he knew him 
to be inconſtant and never ſtedfaſt in his Re- 
ſolution. Flatter d by theſe deluding Hopes, 
he indulg d the growing Paſlion which muft. 
needs prove fatal to him, and which, if once 
diſcovered, muſt inevitably prove his utter 
Ruin. Tormented and diſquieted all Night 

with theſe different Reflections, ſpight of his 
wonted Reſolution, he could not enjoy a 
finglc Moments Repole. 

The next Morning the King roſe betimes, 
gave the neceſſary Orders for burying the Dead 
and taking Care. of the Wounded, and find- 
ing that the ſmall remains of the Stwed:ſp 
Army werc haſtning out of his Dominions, 
he did not think it 2 propos to purſue them 
any further, concluding, (and thatnot without 
juſt Grounds) that the death of Nainfroy and 
the Deſtruction of the Flower of his Army 
muſt put a ſtop to the Ambition of the Swedes, 
and make em turn all their Thoughts to 
Peace. 

As ſoon as he had dan diicharg'd the Duty 
of a General, he thought it high time to ſa- 
tisfie the Inclinations of a Lover; having 
therefore dreſt himſelf ſumptuouſly he went 
with all his Court to 1/degerte's Tent, juſt. 
at the Inſtant that ſhe was coming out of it 
to go to pay her Devoirs to the King, She 
no boner perceiy'd him, but making a low 

Curtſie 
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Curtſie, Muſt I #11, ſays ſhe, receive ſuch wme- 
rited Honours, and muſt your Majeſty fil 
prevent me from diſchargmg my Duty? 
only endeavour to repay, ſays the King, wohat 7 
any el and what my People awe you: 7, ou have 
reveng'd the Death of my Royal Uncle, with 
your own Hand you op the "Trex that laid 
waſte our Country, you ſavd my Life by 
drawing me out from the midſt of my. 1 
thirſty - Foes, and 7 our. Means only the th 
ſtile Army was defeated. Teſter iy 1 caxpe 
Zo return you Thanks 3 in my on Name, to 
e I come in the Name if both ps King: 

ams, 

1ldegerte Anſwered with all the Modeſty 

imaginable, and at the ſame time with all the 
Reſpect which ſhe owed her King, and finde 
ing that he was willing to go into her Tent, 
ſhe conducted him in, follow'd only by Ha- 
rald and Beliza: Harald, who (had he dard) 
would willingly have interrupted their Con- 
verſation, yet was oblig'd, ſore againſt his Will, 
to kcep at a becoming Diſtance. 

Ths King no ſooner ſaw himſelf along 
with [/Jegerte, but fixing his Eyes in a paſſio- 
nate Manner upon her charming Face, Jour 
unexampled Courage, Madam, ſays he, Has 
firmly fixed upon my Head a tottering Crown. 
Come then, and with me taſte the Blefſmgs of 
a Peace which you have eſtabliſh'd; come and 


8 2 enjoy 
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the Fraits of your Vitfory : I mo'lomger 
22 need of SF mace Arm, thoſe 7:4 


mies which have eſcaped your Sword 7 
away in Confuſion, and frightned by - 
lorzons Name, have ha fo ſeek an ob- 
dure Retreat, where their Eyes may never 
” be dagled with the Si he 6 the ſhining 
Seel. 'Tis your Hand ns eart I want, 
not that Hand and Heart by whoſe means 
y triumph d over your Foes, but © by which 
you may inſure elaine Felicity to your 
Friends: Tes, thou Anpelical Maid, continu d 
he, your Heart I mnſt have; or Life it ſelf 
will become a PRES to me; Mine I can- 
not , you are in efſion F it already, 
— 4 that I have A > 
are my Crown and Scepter, for Heaven's 
ſake refuſe em not. As he ſpoke theſe laſt 
Words he threw himfelf at her Feet, and in 
an amourous Tranſport ſeizing her Hands, 
he greedily kiſs'd them, then flowly raiſing 
up his Eyes, cndeayourd to find by her Looks 
what effect his Words had had on her. 
Tidegerte was ſo ſurpriz u, both at the Kings 
Speech and Actions, that ſhe let him conti- 
nue in that ſubmiſſive Poſture for ſome time, 
at laſt recollecting her ſelf ſhe raisd him from 
che Ground, and anſwered him in the follow- 
ing 5 Manner MY, 4 have done the State any 
; Service, 
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Service, I have only diſcharg'd fo of my 
Duty, if I have. reveng d our late glorious 
Monarch, tis but what his moſt infur d Ghoſt 
call d loudly upon all his Subjects for, neither 
was the Victory due to my Courage, but to 
the juſtice of your Cauſe, and what I have 
been able to contribute towards it, is ver paid 
by the Succeſs and the Honour of ſerving you. 
Jon offer me your Heart and your Crown, I 
ſhall make it the whole Study and Buſmeſs of 
my Life to deſerve my — Zoe and 
Eſteem, but your Crown muſt be reſerved for 
ſome Princeſs worthy of it; the Conſequence 
of the Swediſh War may yet prove fatal un- 
lefs timely prevented, nor can any ſurer means 
be thought of than by Marrying into ſome pow- 
erful Monarch's Family, whoſe firm Alliance 


von may depend on as a Safeenard and Pro- 


tettion againſt Foreign Force or Domeſtick 
Inſults. An hundred Royal Maids have al. 
ready caſt their wiſhful Eyes upon you, and 
each would efteem themſebves happy in bein 

the object of your Choice, Why then ſhonld 
you thus mgloriouſly wed beneath your ſelff: 

As for my part, 1 cannot, dare not yield to 
any thing which would be fo prejudicial to 
your Intereſt, and which would make you the 
_ of Neighbouring Monarchs Reproaches. 
My Thoughts were never ſo towring" as to 
geſire a Throne, all my Ambition is, and ever 


Hall 


— 


| 
| 
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ſhall be to do my Royal Maſter all the Ser- 


vice that I am capable of. a 

Thc King, who expected nothing leſs than 
ſuch a Refuſal, look d attentively, and with 
Admiration upon her, as on ſome ſtrange, 
and yet unſeen Object, he did not think that any 
one could have been guilty of ſo great a ſelf 
denial as 1/degerte was, her Virtues now ſhone 
more couſpicuouſly than ever they had done 
before this Tryal, and the King's Love equa- 
ly encreaſing, he once more ſeiz d her Hands, 
and preſſing them between his; Tou are too 
rigid, too ſeverely Virtuous, ſays he, Are your 
Deſerts the leſs becauſe you are not deſcended 
from Royal Parents? Thu do not indeed in- 
herit a Throne, but you more than deſerve one. 
Touarenot Born a Queen, but there is no King 
but what would be proud to make you one. 
Who more worthily, more juſtly than you 
ſhould reign over a Kingdom which you 
| have ſavd? For Heavens ſake refuſe me no 
longer, an obſtmate Denial would pierce my 
Heart, as eſſectually as your Sword did yeſter- 
day the Heart of the deſtructiue Tyrant. 
Ildegerte continuing ſilent for ſome time, 
Theodorick reafſum'd the Diſcourſe, Why ds 
you not, Madam, ſays he, acquit me, or 
pronounce my Doom? Will you deſtroy 4 Life 
which Teſterday you ſuud? Will you refuſe 
4 Crown which cu [0 lately gave me, . + 
a | I would 


* 
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T would not deſtroy your Majeſty's Life, 
reply d Ildegerte, but refuſe your Crown ] muſt, 
1 have already told you that your Intereſt was 
the Cauſe of it, but beſides my Lord, my 
Liberty is dear to me and---- She was going on 
when Harald, who partly overheard their 
Diſcourſe, and fear'd that with a little more 
Perſwaſion 1/degerte would comply, interupt- 
ed it, by coming up to them, and telling the 
King that the Hour at which he appointed to 
meet his General Officers, was already paſt. The 
King riſing up, and taking his leave of 1/Je- 
gerte, I have opened my Heart to you Ma- 
dam, ſays he, reflect ſeriouſly I beſeech you 
on what J — hong on your Reſolution de- 
pends my future Fate, I ſhall with impatience 
wait for your Anſwer, but oh ! do not deſtroy 
2 Lover who can enjoy no happmeſs unleſs you 
ſhareit, who will not lie and live without you. 
Saying this, he Saluted her and walked out 
with Harald. 

Theodorick was no ſooner gone, but Belixa 
approach'd her, and being intorm'd of every 
particular that had paſſed between them, And 
can you heſitate ſays ſhe on an Anſwer £ Can 
you be doubtful whether or no you ought to 
accept the offer that is made you? Muſt you 
be the only Obſtacle to your own Happineſs ? 
Are you ſo ready to ſerve others, and at the 


Jame time ſo averſe to ſerve your ſelf ? 
| 1 muſt 
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I muſt own, ſays Ildegerte, that your Noti- 
ons are founded both upon Nature and Cuſtom; 
1 muſt own at the ſame time that few Mo. 
men would refuſe ſo advantageous an offer, 
not but I have a Soul perhaps as great as the 
moſt ambitious of them, but tis that greatneſs 
of Soul which prompts me to behave my ſelf thus 
generouſly towards my King, ſo as not to draw . 


any Advantage from his preſent Love; and 


which at the ſame time ſhows me the danger 
of loſing my precious Liberty. But was you 
ſo cold to Frederick, reply'd Beliza, ſo care- 
leſs of his Love? If you was, whence all 
thoſe Violent Tranſports, that exceſſrve Grief 
when the _ News of his Death was 
brought? Or wherefore now heaves your Bo- 
ſom with a Sigh at the Rehearſal of his 
Name? Ab! my dear Beliza, cry d Ildegerte, do 
not upbraid me with my Weakneſs,or if you muſt, 
remember that 1 never ſhew'd any Concern, 
for Frederick, but ſimce I heard of his cruel 
Fate, and was no longer in danger of loſmg 
my Liberty with him. But conſider, Madam, 
ſays Beliza, that Theodorick only performs 
. what Frederick promiſed. Thie one offered 
Tou his Crown, had he lived, I am aſſured 
you would not have denied it: Why then 
will you refuſe it now £ Can you not accept it 
as. well from Theodorick's Hands as you 
would have done from Frederick's ? =p 
be 
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The ſplendid Brightneſs of a Crown can- 
not dazle me, ſaid Ildegerte, I look on it as on 

a heavy Burden, beneath the Weight of which 
Numbers ſmk. But not to declaim on the Mi- 

fertes of the Great and the thorny & teps that 

Royalty muſt tread ; do but obſerve the na- 

tural Inconſtancy of Men, how falſe their 

Words ! How fickle their Mind! Hatred 
and Contempt, generally ſucceed cloyd Love, 
at leaſt a cold Indifference follows; I reſpect 

Theodorick, I honour my Royal Maſter, but 
why ſhould I preſume that he is unlike the reſt 4 
his Sex £ Why ſhould J expoſe my Virtus? 

For who can anſwer for their future Behavi- 
our, ſhonld they find their Husbands 2 

and themselves ſlighted. 

 HGeliza, was about to Reply, when the chief 
Officers of the Amazonian Army enter d their 

General's Tent, and obliged them to break off 
their Converſation. For altho 7 heedorick had 

never publiſhed his deſign of Marrying Ide. 
gerte, and had never made any one but Ha- 
rald privy to his Love, yet the Fame of it 
was already ſpread abroad. So difficult it is 
for ſuch as arc raiſed above the reſt of Man- 
kind, to Conceal their minuteſt Actions from 
thoſe who are always obſcrving them, and 
who often pretend by their Looks, to judge 
of their Thoughts. The Amazonrans Who 


H had 
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had long been accuſtomed to look on Ldagerte 


as their Queen, were not at all ſurprized at 


the happy News, yet could they not forbear 
expreſſing their Joy, and coming to congra- 


tulate her upon it. Mean while, the King 


felt all the Torments that a real Lover can 
feel, when he is in Danger of loſing his Mi- 
ſtreſs, but Bufineſs detaining him, he call'd 
Harald, and having told him that he could 
no longer live without [/degerte, orderd him 
to go and wait upon the lovely Maid, and 
uſe all the Eloquence that Art or Nature 
could inſpire to win her Conſent, and per- 


Wade her no longer to defer their mutual 


Happineſs. Harald could never have went 
about any thing more unwillingly, he bewail'd 
the Miſcry of Courtiers, who are ſo often 
oblig d to act in a Manner directly contrary to 


their Inclinations; yet reflecting on the Nature 
of his Errand, he bethought himſelf that at leaſt 
he ſhould. ſte 1/degerte, enjoy her Conver- 


ſation, be alone with her, and perhaps find 
ſome favourable Opportunity of revealing his 
own Paſſion. As ſoon therefore as the King 
had din d, Harald withdrew, and full of 
Hope and Fear, went to [depgertes Tent, 
where being introduc'd by Beliga he found 
the Object of their mutual Love, ſitting in a 


penſive Poſture, her Elbow leaning on the 


Table, 


17 
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Table, and her Hand upon her Cheek. As ſoon 
as ſhe ſaw the Prince, ſhe offered to riſe, but 
he prevented her, and ſitting down by her, 
Tou were thoughtful Madam, ſays he, and 
the King would believe himſelf happy could he 
be but aſſured that he was the Object of your 


Thoughts; I ought, however, to beg Pardon 
for Interrupting them, for after the Offer 


that a young Monarch has made you of his 
Heart and Throne, all your Reveries muſt cer- 
zainly be pleaſant and agreeable. T hey would 
be ſo indeed, reply'd Ildegerte, had I ever 
thirſted after Greatneſs, for the King offers 
more than the moſt ambitious Mind could deſire, 
but as for my part who have always placd 


ny chief Happineſs in the Enjoyment of a 


true and perfect: Tranquility of Mind; I can- 
ot but look with Dread on any thing that 
might diſturb or interrupt it. But Madam, 
ſays Harald, , you will not thro any ambiti- 
ous Motive accept the Crown from the Mon- 
arch, will you not receive the Preſent from 
the Lover? If Thirſt of Honour cannot tempt 
you to aſcend the Throne, will not Pity m- 
cline you to ſave one who 1s dying for your 
Sake? If I have taken Care to baniſh all 
Ambition from my Breaſt, anſwered Ildegerte, 


You may very well imagine, that I have ta- 


ben as much Care newer to harbour any Thought 


of 
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of Love, which would be equa — — 
to my Repoſe ; in ſhort, my Lord, I prefer 
the Quiet, which I now enjoy, far beyond the 
Condition to which his Majeſty would raiſe 
me. Is it poſſible, cry'd Harald, that you poſ 
fſeſs ſo much Courage without Ambition, ſo 
much good Nature without Love ? As for my 
Part, I have always look'd on theſe two Things 
as the greateſt Bleſſmgs of human Life, 
and there is no Obſtacle, be it never fo great, 
but what I would willingly Combat, to ob- 
train a Crown, that I might fhare it with one 
Thom 1 loud. I ſhould think you very unhap- 
px, reply'd Ildegerte, could I believe that you 
plac'd your Felicity in the Succeſs of either of 
theſe Paſſions. For the higher the one raiſes 
us, the nearer it places us to the Brimk of the 
fatal Precipice, and the more the other flatters, 
the crueller Tortures it prepares for us ; not 
but that I muſt own, was 1 compell d to the 
Choice of the one or the other, I ſooner ſbou d 
declare my ſelf in favour of Love thanof Am- 
bition. 
Harald, who whilſt he was Talking or 
Liſt'ningto {/Jegerte, unperceivd by his beau- 
tcous Charmer, look'd languiſhingly upon her, 
thought there was ſomething in the deluding 
Sound of her doubtful Words that flatter d 
his Love, but being willing to know more 


of 
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of her Mind, before he declar'd himſelf, con- 
tinud his Diſcourſe in the W ing Man 
ner. 

I ſee then Madam, that the K. ing will be ha- 
pier, even than he him ſelf could hope, ſmce 
he will owe the Poſſeſſion of you to no Ambt- 
tious View, but to your Love only, and that 
your Heart will diſpoſe of your Hand. He 
ſhall owe the Poſſeſſion of me, to neither the 
one nor the other, reply'd Ildegerte, and was 
T inclin'd to accept the generous Offer of ſo 
worthy a Prince, it ſhould be to gratifie neither 
of theſe Paſſions. I would not build my fu- 
ture Happineſs en ſo weak a Foundation the 
Baſis whereof, the Inconſtancy of Fortune, or 
the more common Inconſtancy of Man could 
fhake or Remove. But if my Gratitude, and 
a thouſand other Reaſons ſhould make me 
E 2 fait ; ou to the King, who can of 

fure me that his Love will /t 7 be laſting, hi 
Goodneſs ſtill the ſame to —— me. 

Be that my Task, ſays the King, who 
was juſt at that Inſtant entring her Tent, 
be it my Task Madam, to aſſure you, that no 
Time, no new Face, no future Fortune ſhall 
ever be able to change my Love or to deprive 
you of a Heart, which is and ever ſhall be 
yours and only yours. (Oh my Liege ! ) An- 
1yered the 0 ldegerte, I. ſhould juſtly 
think 
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think my ſelf the moſt miſerable of my Sex, 
did you eſteem me as much as you woilld wil- 
lingly perfevade me you do, ſince ] cannot 
zneet your "Paſſion with an equal Flame; but 
this Comfort I have left your own Reaſon, 
the Intereſt of your Kingdoms, and ſome beau- 
reous Princeſs who will be the worthy O-. 
fee? of your well plac d Love will foortly ef. 
face the ſmall Impreſſicns that I have made 
on your Royal Heart. And do you then 
fill light me, Cry d the King, throwing himſelf 
at her Feet, OH Cruel Maid ! can nothing move 
our ſtubborn Heart ? Nothing melt you into 
Love? As the King ſpoke theſe Words he 
turn d himſelf towards the Tent Door, where 
one waited for the Signal, and immcdiately 
uport the Reception of it, The Crown which 
had been brought there to crown Theodorick, 
King of Norway,, was brought in, and the 
King laying it at 1/degerte's Feet; Once more 
ſays he, let me beg you to accept this Fledge 
of my Love. Our Amazon was ſo ſurpria d 
at this unexpected Adventure, that ſhe knew 
not what cither to fay or do, Nay then, ſays 
the King, Tl interpret your Silence in my 
Favour, and (raiſing his Voice) take the Li- 
berty to proclaim you QUEEN of DEN- 
MARK and NOR WAY. 


Hc 
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He had no ſooner ſpoke, but the Trumpets 
and Hautboys which were placd by his Or- 
der at the Tent Door, gave them a Flouriſh, 
the Rumour ſpread. throughout the Camp, 
the Noiſe of warlike Inſtruments was every 
where heard, the Soldiers joyful Acclamati- 
ons rent the very Heavens, and the Neigbour- 
ing Ecchoes repeated, Long Live Ildegerte, 

QUEEN of DENMARK and NORWAY. 
If 1degerte was ſurpriad at the King's firſt 
Actions we may very well imagine ſhe-was 
much more at hearing the Cries of the Soldi- 
ers, and Shouts of her future Subjects. She 
iaw it was in vain any longer to reſiſt the 
combin'd Wiſhes of ſuch a Number; and 
Reaſon made her do what neither Love or 
Ambition could, therefore, with one Hand 
raiſing the King, who was reſolvd to continue 
at her Feet till ſhe yielded to his honeſt Love, 
and with the other, placing the Crown on his 
Head; Since your Majeſty, ſays the, will force 
me to accept of an Honour which I do not de- 
ſerve ; ---Szace youll oblige me to be your Queen, 
with Submiſſien Ill ebey your Commands, 
I'll give up my darling Freedom, to true in 
a glorious Captivity; the whole Study of my 
Life ſhall be to pleaſe you, and my Virgin 
Heart hence forth fhall bira in the pu- 
"0 rel; 
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reſt Flames of a Chaſte and conſtant 
Love. 5 | | , 
The, King charm'd with the favourable An- 
ſwer, return d by the lovely Maid, tender- 
ly embrac'd, her; and being unwilling to de- 
fer his Happineſs too long, the next Morn- 
ing the happy pair were Married, and Lade- 
gerte Crown'din the Preſence of the two Ar- 
mies who expreſs'd the greateſt Joy imagina- 
ble, at the Union of a Pair fo valiant and 
ſo eminently virtuous. = | 


The End of the firft Part. 
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and thunder-ſtruck at the ſudden Suc- 
ceſs the King's Love had met with, he 
could not comprehend why the Delign 
of ſuprizing I/degerte ſo agreeably ſhould 
have been carried on unknown to him, 
ſince the King had always made him 
his Confidant ; much leſs could he ima- 
gine how one, who pretended to be ig- 

norant of the power of Love and Am- 

Hition, ſhould ſo eaſily have yielded to 
the ſweet Violence, and welcome Force, 
Which was fo -gratefully offer'd her. 
But although he ſaw his Rival bleſs'd, 
and his Miſtreſs in the poſſeſſion of 
another; yet did not the impoſſibility of 
obtaining her diminiſh his Paſſion, but 
rather iricreas'd it. He began to re- 
flect on his antient Pretenſions to the 


ne e 
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moſt of the Places, took care to ſecure 
n 1 Peace 


| Queen of Nou ' 9. 5 


Peace and. Tranquillity to his Subjects, 
by fortifying the ſtrong Places, lodging 
Gariſons upon the Frontiers, repairing 
the Damages which the Swedes had 
done, and by levying the neceſſary 
Taxes to defray all theſe Charges ; at- 
ter which he left the Kingdom, and, 
with his Queen, returned into Denmark. 
They were every where receiv'd by the 
States of that Kingdom with due Ho- 
nours, yet did not the People believe they 
could ever expreſs Gratitude enough 
towards one who had ſav'd their King, 
their Laws, and Liberties; and who, 
with her own Hand, had pierc'd the 
Heart of the encroaching Tyrant. 

Never was there a Court ſo gay; 
Feaſts, Balls, Tournaments, and what- 
ever other Diverſions could be thought 
of, were every day invented. But all 
theſe were but inſipid Entertainments 
to Tdegerte, whoſe ſole Joy was cen- 
ter'd in Theodorick, and whoſe chief 
' Pleaſure and Care it was every day to 
find out ſome new means to endear her- 
ſelf more and more to her Royal Spouſe. 
Under their Government the People en- 
joy'd all the Bleſſings that it was poſſi- 
ble for a People to deſire; and that no- 
thing might be wanting to ne 
, | their 
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their Happincls, there was a Report 
ſpread that the Queen was with Child, 
and in due time ſhe was brought to bed 
of a lovely Prince. It is impoſſible for 
words to expreſs how this News affec- 
ted the Danes; Joy might be read in 
every face, whilſt their Acclamations 
reach'd the very Skies, and the vaulted 
Roof of the Heavens rebounded their 
Shouts. But, alas! how ſhort is the 
Date of human Happineſs ! This gay 
Sunſhine ſerv*d only to conceal a dread- 
ful approaching Storm ; and thoſe who 
| now enjoy*d a perfect Felicity, muſt 
I 5 ſhortly feel the bitter Pangs of unutte- 
| rable Miſery. — thrice un- 
j happy the Prince! who is ſurrounded 
. by faithleſs Servants and inſinuating 
Flatterers, who cheriſhes a benumb'd 
_ a Serpent in his Boſom ; which, when it 
h haas recovered Life and Strength enough, 
will iting and poiſon him. 
The King, as I before obſerv'd, was 
of too free and open a Temper, and 
= therefore could not diſtinguiſh, fo well 
Þþ as he ought to have done, between the 
4 Friend and the Foe, the Flatterer and 
| the ſincere Man, the Fraytor and the 


4 | 

1 Loyal Subject: Beſides, Harald was ſo 
il eloſe, artful, and dillembling, that it 
ons would 


Pa 
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would have been no eaſy matter for a 
Man, of a much more diſtruſtful Tem- 
per than Theogorick, tg have penetrated 
into his Deſigns, and to have unveild 
his Heart. This treacherous Wretch 
ſtill lov'd the Queen, nay lov'd her dai- 
ly more and more, and began to ima- 
gine, notwithſtanding her Pretenſions 
to the contrary, that it was only the 
bewitching Splendor of a Crown that 
had enticed her into Theodorick's Arms; 
and therefore thought, that if ever he 
intended to poſſeſs her, he muſt firſt 
place a Crown upon his own Head : Bur 
at the {ame time knowing the rigid 
Virtue of the Royal Heroine, he found 
it impoſſible to obtain a Place in her 
Heart, while Theodorick poſſeſs'd the 
whole, and ſaw they mult be ſeparated, 
before way could be made for the re- 
ception of a new Lover. Upon theſe 
Conſiderations he laid his curſed Scheme, 
and thought the beſt way would be to 
begin, by having the Royal Pair di- 
| vorced. | | 
When Rainfroy was kill'd, he left be- 
hind only a younger Brother, Herman- 
o, who ſucceeded in his Kingdom; 
and a Siſter, of about eighteen Years 
of Age, who was one of the moſt beau- 
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tiful Princeſſes upon the face of the 


Earth. 
Notwithſtanding the incredible Lofs 


which the Swweges had ſuffer'd in this ge- 


neral Defeat of their Army, yet had it 
not cooPd their Courage, but rather 
Increas'd their Rage; and Hermanfroy 


being of a warlike 'Temper, and all his 


Subjects loudly calling for Revenge, 
it was no difficult matter for Harald to 
engage em to continue the War he fo 
much deſir'd: and to that end he prac- 
tis'd ſecretly with ſome of the Swediſh 
Miniſters, and engaged, not only during 
the whole Courſe of the War, to ler 
them into Theodorick's Counſels and De- 
ſigns, but alſo to find out ſome means or 
other to divert part of the Daniſb Troops, 
and hinder their Army from being too 
numerous for them. ö 
While the Swedes ſpent the whole 
Winter about the neceſſary Preparations 
for entering the Field early in the 
Spring; Harald, on his ſide, was very 
buſy about the King: who, as I faid 


before, repoſed himſelf ſo entirely upon 


the Traytor, that it was an eaſy matter 
for him to lead him into any meaſures 
which he pleaſed. Sk 


The 
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The Noiſe of the mighty Prepara- 
tions which the Swedes made, reach'd 
the Court of Denmark, before that {dt- 
gerte was riſen from Child-bed.; and 
now was the fitteſt time to work-upon 
Theodorick, whilſt he was depriv'd of his 
beautiful Conſort's Company, and Her 
endearing Fondneſs could not ſteel luis 
Heart againſt the Cavils and Malice of 
her Enemies. Harald took care daily to 
inſinuate to the King, that he had con- 
ſulted his own Love too much when he 
married Iidegerte, from whoſe Alliante 
he could reap no Service; that, on 
the other hand, had he choſe ſome 
Princeſs, he might have had a powerful 
Ally to aſſiſt him at this dangerous 
time that the enraged Swedes threatta'd 
War; then, for fear of being miſ- 
truſted; with malignant Elogies he 
would ' extol the Queen's Virtues, yet 
ſtill conclude, ſhe'd prove the King- 
dom's Ruin. | * 1 
The King, at firſt, took little or no 
notice of what was faid to him on this 
head; but Harald taking care not on- 
ly to diffuſe the Poiſon into his Ears, 
but in thoſe of every one of his Council, 
Theodoricłk heard the ſame Story ſo of- 
ten, and from ſo many different mouths, 
591 1B that 
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that he began ſerioully to refle&᷑ / upon 
it, and ran headlong into the fatal 
Snare which the artful Stateſman a 
laid for him. 
But now Ildegerte being perſeltly re- 
- cover'd, was ſurpriz'd and griev'd at 
the King” s increaſing Indifference ; and 
-that tender Love which no Time, no 
new Face, no future Fortune ſhould ever 
be able to change, daily diminiſh'd, and 
- was already dwindled into a cold Com- 
plaiſance: not but the King ſtill behav'd 
-himſelt with a great deal of Reſpect 
towards her, and in his Heart loy'd — 
eſteem' d her: as much as ever, but ſhow 
it he durſt not; he muſt wean himſelf 
betimes from her Company, and learn 
to live without her, that he might make 
ſome amends for the raſh inconſiderate 
Action that he Was guilty of when he 
married her: for ſo did his Council, by 
-Harala's Intrigues, . perſuade, and 4 
had neither Strength nor Courage 
enough to reſiſt them. 
Mean while all neceſſary; Prepara- 
tions were making for the Defence of 
. Norway, for that was the Place the 
, Swedes ſeem'd to threaten ; but as Her- 
manfroy had receiv'd I peadaritk's congra- 


tulary Compliments on his Acceſſion P 
the 


rald, to ſend an Embaſſy into Sueden, 
and endeavour to enter into a Treaty 


before the dreaded Irruption. Tho? 


Harald was of the Royal Blood, and by 


conſequence above the quality of Am- 


baſſador; yet having excited the S 


to take up Arms, only that he might 


compaſs his own ends; and being well 


aſſur'd, that no one could manage the 


Treaty more for his Intereſt than he 


himſelf would, he offer'd the King his 


Service : Thus will the Proud and Am- 
birious ſtoop to things beneath them- 
| ſelves, rather than fail of obtaining 
their haughty Deſires. As ſoon as this 
treacherous Wretch was got into Swe- 
den, he propos'd an Alliance Offenfive 
and Defenſive between the two Crowns; 
for the better cementing of which, he 
ofter*d that the Ming his Maſter. ſhould 
be divorc'd from I/degerte, and marry 
the Princeſs of Sweaex. As ſoon as 
this was agreed on, he ſent an Expreſs 
to Theodorick, to tell him, that theſe 
were the only Conditions on which Her- 
manfroy would treat ; he complain'd in- 
deed that the Terms were hard, but 
(taking care, at the ſame time, to mag- 
7M OB 2] nify 
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the Throne, and had not yet declar'd 
War, he reſolv'd, by the Advice of Ha 
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nify the Strength and Power of Sweden) 
told him, that they muſt be accepted, 
and that it Was better for him to injure 
his Love than ruin his Kingdoms. Thea- 
dorick being prevaild upon, Harald re- 
ceiv'd his Anſwer, ſign'd the ſecret 
Freaty, and with all the haſte imagi- 
nable return'd back to Deamark, to exe- 
cute what he had ſo happily begun, 
The King, who could do nothing with- 
out him, expected him with impa- 
tienee, to eonſult about the ways and 
means of breaking this matter to the 
Queen: But this Villain reſolv'd to 
have it done with all the aggravating 
Circumſtances imaginable, hoping 
thereby, that her chaſte Love for her 
Husband, being all of a ſudden turn'd 
to burning Rage, he might the more 
eaſily make an Impreſſion on her Heart, 
wean'd from any other Affection. He 
therefore perſuaded the King to conceal 
his Deſign, till Ryſalin#a (for ſo was the 
Princeſs of Sweden call'd) ſhould be ar- 
Tiv'd; that then the States of the King- 
dom might pronounce his Divorcement, 
and his ſecond Marriage be celebrated 
the ſame Day: © For, ſays the artful 
«' Aypocrite, Accidents may happen, 
Wich might yet break off the Trea- 
4 | "i ty 


Queen of Norway. + If 


« ty with Sweden, and you would then 
« have loſt one Wife without getting 
« the other; ſtay therefore till Ræſalinda 
« he arriv'd, ſhe may eaſily come by 
Sea, and land in one of the Iſlands, in 
the neighbourhood of Copenhagen, 
„ unknown to the Queen, or any one 
* elſe, but thoſe to whom you yourſelf 
“vill intruſt the Secret.” But now, 
Theodorick, whether it was the better to 
cloak his Deſign, or whether he really 
was ſenſibly affected at the thoughts of 
loſing the Queen, redoubled his Careſſes, 
and his ſhew of Love increas'd; but at the 
ſame time he perſuaded her, for change 
of Air, to retire to a Country-Palace, 
where he had taken care that no one but 
his, or Harala's Creatures, ſhould be. 
Whilſt this unfortunate Princeſs was 
removing into the Country, Ro/alinda 
embark'd at Stockbalm, and with a fair 
wind ſoon ſail'd thro' the Baltick. and 
landed in one of thoſe Iſlands in the 
neighbourhood of 3 Harald, 
by her Arrival, ſaw the Almighty Work 
was done, nothing could prevent the 
Divorcement, and it was now time ta 
think of ſome means to gain 1/Je:erte's 
Eſteem ; and no better offer'd itſelf, 
than going to her, and telling her how 
every 
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every thing went; ſo that he ſhould en- 
tirely be freed from any Suſpicion of 
having a hand in the Buſineſs, and the 
whole fault would fall upon the King. 

I forgot to mention, that one Article 
of the ſecret Treaty with Sweden, was, 
That the very day that Roſalinda ſhould 
enter Copenhagen, Ildegerte ſhould be 


oblig'd to leave it, and retire into Vor- 


way. T'was with much ado that Thes- 
darick had been brought to conſent to it, 
and he juſtly term'd it Ingratitude : but 
notwithſtanding that, Harald had fo la- 
bour'd for it, and his Miniſters had per- 
ſuaded him ſo long, that he was ob- 
liged, even againſt his will, to yield; 
and there were ſome Ships in the Port, 
their Sails already opening to the Wind, 
which were ready to convey the Queen 
to her appointed Exile. 402 
While the neceſſary Preparations for 
the Princeſs of Sweden's Entry were 
making, and for that reaſon {he was ob- 
liged to remain in the Iſland where ſhe 
landed, Theodorick reſolv'd privately to 
go and pay her a Viſit ; and the time 


of his Abſence was the time that the 


falſe Harald pitched upon to go and ac- 
quaint the Queen with all that was 
contriving againſt her.. 8 
„ He 
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He had taken care to compoſe his 
Looks beforehand, Grief and Heavineſs 
plainly appear'd in his Face, tho”: they 
were far enough from his Heart ; and, 
in that condition, he went to the Queen's 
Apartment, which was never ſhut a- 
gainſt him; and every one, knowing 
the Reſpect that was due to the King's 
firſt Favourite, retir'd, nobody remain- 
ing with them but the truſty Belixa. 
After he had paid his Reſpects, they 
talked about ſeveral indifferent things; 
at laſt, ſaid the Queen, You ſeem ve- 
ry much troubled to-day, my Lord, 
„I am griev'd to ſee it; but what 
« afflicts me ſtill more is, that the 
< King has been a long time in this me- 
<« lancholy Condition, ſomething, Iam 
“ ſure, ſits heavy at his Heart: Am 
« 1, my Lord, the unhappy Occaſion 
<0 36.7 2 Fu | 

No, Madam, refh'd Harald with 
% fergn d Sigh, but the King is griev'd 
to think that he ſhall be the cauſe of 
* your Sorrow.” © Of my Sorrow, re- 
fd Ildegerte! wherein have I of- 
„ fended him? for ſure I muſt have of- 
„ fended, to make him reſolve he will 
© be the cauſe of my Sorrow.” 
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cc Your Merit and your Virtues, (an- 


(e 


C6 
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ſwerd Harald, have juſtly made the 
King your Lover; but your Merits 
and your Virtues cannot fix his in- 
conſtant Heart. The Services that 
you have done him and his Kingdoms 
can never be repaid, and you more 
than deſerve that Crown which you 
wear, and ought for ever to wear. 
Alas! Madam, how ſhall I tell you 
what T cannot, muſt not hide from 
you? Why did not Heaven reſerve 
yu for ſome one who knew your 

eſerts, and whoſe Temper was not 
ſo changeable ?? „ What do you 
ſay, cryd the Queen haſtily, or what 
can be the Aim of your Diſcourſe ? 
You do not now talk like one whom 
the King has always honour'd with 
his moſt intimate Friendſhip.” ©<Tis 
true, Madam, reph'd Harald, tlie 
King's Favours towards me have 
been numberleſs, and I would readily 
ſacrifice my Life, my Fortune, my All 
to do him Service; yet notwithſtand- 
ing that, can I have been an Eye-wit- 
neſs to all that you have done for 


him? Can Ibe acquainted with the 


innumerable V irtues which ſhine ſo 


conſpicuoully in you, and at the ſame 
time 
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& time ſee ſo much Beauty, and ſo 
% much Innocence betray'd, and be 
„ myſelf an idle Looker on, a ſeeming 
“ Partaker in the Guilt, and not ſo 
«* much as give you notice of it? Or 
&« ſhould you think me worthy of the 
« high Truſt, with which your Maje+ 
* ſty has often honour'd me, had I not 
© taken care to acquaint you, that the 
« King has reſolv'd to divorce you, that 
« he is to marry the Princeſs of Sweden, 
that in three days time at fartheſt the 
« Nuptials will be celebrated, Roſaliu- 
* 4a crown'd, and that, at the ſame 
time, you are to be ſent back into 
4 Norway.” 21113-26123 
Afﬀtoniſh'd and confounded. at ſo un- 
expected a piece of News, the 'unfor- 
tunate Ndegerte held her Eyes fix'd on 
the Ground, while riſing Sighs pre- 
vented Speech. At laſt, recovering her- 
ſelf a little, her Grief found Utterance, 
and ſhe thus brake out: And does 
« the King divorce me then? And is 
% Roſalinda to drive me from his Bed 
« and Throne? Is this the eternal Con- 
* ſtancy he ſwore? This the Reward 
“of the chaſteſt pureſt Love that ever 
« warm'd a Female Heart? And could 
«© my Royal Lord do this? No, it can- 
03.7 8 C] « not 
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& not be, tis Treachery all; I muſt 
not, dare not, Will not believe it.” 
Here Harald intertupted her, and hav- 
ing, by many, tindentable Proofs, con- 
vin diher of the Truth of what he ſaid, 
he told her the King's politick Reaſons 
for ſo doing; adding, that he had been 
way d by the Perſuaſions of ſome ſhal- 
low Stateſmen. Then, by ſeveral good 
Arguments, ſhew'd her, that thoſe 
Reaſons were weak, and without foun- 
dation; and by all theſe ſubtle Arts 


having work'd up her Paſſions, and 


made the impatient Queen reſolve to 
do any thing, rather than ſuffer fo foul 
a Diſgrace, he thus addreſs'd hep : © It 
iso no ſuch difficult matter, as you 
* may imagine, to prevent this Ingra- 
< titude of the King's, and to break all 
his Meaſures. Lou ſee, | Madam, 
< that I have ventur'd my Life, by diſ- 
covering this Secret, and it will not 
therefore, I hope, be very hard to 
perſuade you. that I ſhall ba ready 
to ſhed the latt Drop of my Blood in 
your Service. You have with you 
<:ftill'a ſmall number of your valiant 
Amasons, this very night Pll help 
them to the means of ſtealing away 
KReaſalinda; I believe I ſhall be able 
Dag ER „ 0 
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« do'you more Service by: being near 
the King, than if I openly. declar d- 
« for you; but Whenever your Maje- 
« ſty ſhall want me, III come over 
Vith ſuch a formidable number, that 
the King ſhall be oblig i to do you 
« Juſtice, and to grant you ydqur on 
« Terms £ Ah! my Lord (anſwwerd : 
« Tldegerte,: whoſe Paſſiom nvas abtthdy* 
«© and whoſe Tears began to: flow). | your! 
«< miſtake the cauſe of my:Grief; d 
“not weep becauſe I muſt no longer be 
% a Queen, nor do I bewail a Crown, 
„ which''I:have been oblig'd to Wear 
e againſt my Will but when the ſa · 
<« cred Rites of Marriage made us one, 
my Duty oblig'd me to love Tendo. 
“ rick, and Heaven knows how. I have 
« diſcharg?d: that Duty; tis now his 
« Heart only that I regret, and could: 1 
„by force of Arms preſerve. my Titles 
and my Power, can I alſo regain his 
„Heart? No; my violent Proceedings 
“ would but provoke him the more, I 
* ſhould incur his higheſt Dilpleaſure, 
«© and his Hatred would increaſe.“ 
And can you ſo calmly. bear this In- 
« jury, reply'4 Harald? Or do you think 
© that Conſtancy to an inconſtant Man 
« does not loſe the name of a Virtue? 
| [C 2] «© How- 


- 


52 Boveserz tho you are ſo a ache of 
your own' Misfortunes, I hope you 
ec 5 — not blame me, nor think me 

falſe to my King, ſhould I attempt 
* oy ay ching! for the Service of one whom 
4 ſo much honour and reſpect. He 
ſaid; and without giving her time to 
anſwer, as if to confirm his words, he 
took her Hand; and kiſs'd it, nor could 
he forbear gently ſqueezing it; but U- 
degerte was ſo loſt to every thing but 
Sorrow, that ſhe took not the leaſt no- 
tice-of that Action; and Harald, who 
ſaw rhat nothing could leſſen her Love 
for Tbeadorich, retir d, with more Grief 
in his Heart, — he had brought in 

his Face. 

Scarce had he lef-the Chamber, when 
Naegerte reflecting on all that ſhe had 
heard, variousand. tumultuous Paſſions 
Aldi her lab'ring Breaſt; Fear, Grief, 
Rage; and Love roſe up at once, and 
ſhook her ſhrinking Nature; Life ſeem'd 
on the wing; and ſhe ſunk without 
motion in Bel:za's Arms. Twas with 
much ado that ſhe was brought to her- 
ſelf again; at laſt new Strength in- 
ſpiring her drooping Limbs, ſhe gently 
rais d her Head: Ah, my Beliza, ſays 
« py do 40 ſtill think 2 the = 
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« of Royalty are pleaſant? Had it not 
« been much better never to have aſ- 
« cended the Throne, than to fall ſo 
« ſhamefully from it? Oh vain deceit- 
% ful Hopes! Oh fatal Greatneſs ! thou 
« art nothing but a deluding Show, an 
“ empty Shadow. Oh cruel Heavens! 
« why did you make me the unfortu- 
“ nate Object of the tendereſt Wiſhes 
6 of two ſuch worthy Princes, only to 
« deprive me of the one before I ſcarce 
« knew him; of the other, when my 
« knowledge of him had made me love 
« him the more? Oh my dear Liberty! 
« Why did J betray you? Why did I 
« ſuffer Love and Ambition to ſteal you 
« away from me?“ She would have 
gone on, but Sighs and Tears prevented 
her. Beliga, who ſaw too much Juſ- 
tice 1n her Grief, to pretend to check 
its firſt Courſe, remain'd for ſome time 
in a profound Silence; at laſt breaking 
it, © You are yet a Queen, Madam, ſays 
A ſhe, and might ſtill be ſo, would you 
„follow Harala's Advice; but if you 
« will not take up Arms againſt the 
© King, at leaſt expoſtulate the matter 
« with him, ſhew him that he is miſ- 
« led, make him reaſſume his Reaſon, 
* and he will never be guilty of ſo _ 

| . 40 75 
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ſo unworthy an Action. If he al- 
< ledges Reaſons of State, make him 


i 6 ſenſible: how; much the Prince your 
bi “ Son is beloved, and the Danger of 
= © involving, by his unjuſt Proceedings, 
the while Kingdom in à Civil War; 
| _ «' and then thoſe ſame Reaſons of State, 


«. which prompted him to feek the Al- 
4 liance of Sweaez, will oblige him to 
«ſend back Ryalinda, and to reſtore 
«you that Crown which he was about 
© to place upon a RivaPs Head.” No 
© Beliza, anſwer d the Queen, I muſt not 
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© oppoſe his Will, nor would I care to 
„ have the Crown, unleſs I could alſo 
4 « have his Heart reſtor'd me; I have 


« of late obſerv'd, that he is always 
* melancholy in my Company, my 
“ Preſence conſtrains him, and my ve- 
« ry Sight is grown odious. And muſt 
J confeſs my Weakneſs, and make 
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i % my Folly known? I love the dear 

6 „ falſe Man with ſuch: a fondneſs, that 

| I would not croſs him in any thing, 
iﬆ not even in his Deſign of being hap- 
{ | 4 py in Roſalinda's Arms.“ What 
5 „then will you do, reh d Beliza ? 
i & Can you in peaceful Thought behold 
i « a Rival fill your Place > Where now 
1 « 1s your accuſtom'd Courage? _— 
0 & that 
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that Greatneſs of Soul, by which 
you always overcame the moſt im- 
minent Dangers? Haye you not 
Strength enough to ward the coming 


« Blow?” No, Beliza, reply d the 


„Queen, I will neither ward the Blow, 


ce 
CC 


cc 
(09 


cc 
cc 


nor will I ſee my Rival fill my Place; 
Roſalinda enters Copenbagex but in 


three days time, and I will leave the 


o 
* * + 


- Coaſt of Dexmark to-morrow, Be it 


therefore your Care to procure a Ship, 


and give private notice of it to my 
faithful Amazons; for I would wil- 


lingly have them be the kind Com- 
panions of my Flight. I mult ſee the 
King no more; how can he bear the 


Sight of one whom he has ſo much 


wrong'd? And ſince things are come 


to this unhappy extremity, and that 


Roſalinda is already arriv'd'; fince he 
muſt injure either the one or the o- 
ther of us, by ſending her back, let 
the Misfortune light on me: perhaps 
the Princeſs could not bear the Af 


* front with ſo much Courage and Pa- 


tience as I ſhall do, and the conſe- 


quence might prove fatal to my The- 


c ick. My Theadorick ! did I ſay? 


cc 
ce 


Did I call him mine? Oh cruel Fate! 


he is no longer mine, another mult poſ- 


« ſeſs 
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& ſeſs his Heart, a happy Rival will tri- 
«< umph'in his Arms, and muſt I tamely 
ce bear it? Gods! ſhall /Rs/alinda unpu- 
« niſh'd brave my Rage But where 
& does my roving Fancy hurry me? Alas! 
& rave; be ſtill my Heart, and ſwell no 
more. Go, my Beliza, prepare eve- 


© ry thing for our Departure; let us 


& haften to Norway, there I may again 
& enjoy the Peace and Tranquillity 
« which I was once Miſtreſs of; from 
© thence I will look down with Scorn 
on the Throne, and all the bewitch- 
« ing Pomps of Royalty.” 1 
- Beliza knew her Miſtreſs's Temper 
too well, to think that any Perſuaſions 
could make her change ſuch a Reſolu- 
tion ; and therefore tho it was already. 
very late, retired to execute her Or- 
ders: and the Queen going into her 
Cloſet, wrote a Letter to the King; 
and having ſeaPd it, calPd her Women, 
and order'd them to put her to Bed; 
but her exceſſive Grief, and the Thoughts 
of her approaching Voyage, hinder'd 
her from cloſing her Eyes, and enjoy- 
ing a neceſſary Repoſe. Early the next 
morning Beliza came to her, and told 
her, that about midnight every thing 
would be in a readineſs for their Depar- 
= ture ; 
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ture; and that as ſoon as ever they 
came on board, the Wind being fair, 
the Maſter of the Ship would. hoiſt 
Sail, and convey them to the wiſh'd-for 
Port. When [qgegerte, ſaw that the 
time of her leaving Denmark drew. ſo 
near, her ruled Thoughts grew calm; 
and reflecting once more on the Vani- 
ties and Uncertainty of human Great- 
neſs, the Troubles which always accom- 
pany it, and on the Pleaſures of @ quiet 
Life; How happy, Beliza, ſays ſpe, 
« ſhall I ſhortly be, in the Enjoyment 
<« of my precious Liberty ? You think, 
« perhaps, that this Tranquillity of 
“ mine is feign'd, and that I cannot 
& leave the Throne without. regretting 
it; but could you read in my Heart, 
e you would ſee how little J value it, 
« how much I deſpiſe it.” The Dif- 
courſe went off from this to the natu- 
ral Inconftancy of Man, and of Theo- 
dorick's in particular; yet the Queen 
talk'd of him with as much Modeſty, 
and as much Fondneſs, as if ſhe, had 
never been wrong d by him; and Beli- 
⁊a was endeavouring to perſuade her 
not to fly, till ſhe had us'd all means, 
whether fair or foul, to prevent Thes- 
doyick's marrying Roſalinda, when they 

* 9 
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| 'S ; 
faw him entering the Chamber : he 
came ſo unexpectedly, that Idegerte, 
not having time to prepare herſelf for 
his Reception, chang'd Colour, and 
ſhew'd, by a violent Tranſport, that 
ſorgething deeply affected her. The 
King ſaw it plainly, and, fearing that 
ſhe knew too much already, would 
willingly have retir'd ; but reaſſumin 

his Spirits, he advanc'd towards her; 
and being Willing to know whether 
ſhe had been inform'd of all that 
aſd, he took not the leaſt notice of 
her Diforder ; but ſitting down, he 
tallꝰd of ſeveral indifferent things: At 
hft, © I never was ſo much troubled, 
* ſays he, as IJ was in my laſt night's 
<' Dream; methought, Madam, you 
« were forc*d away from my Arms by 
< ſeveral foul Raviſhers, nor was it in 
<-my power to affift you, Chains and 
< Cords prevented me; and while you 
<-was carrying off, you loaded me with 
e ſevere Reproaches, for nat flying to 
« your Succour : Rais'd by your pi- 
* teous Calls, I again endeavour'd to 
„ come to your Reſcue ; but the more I 
ed endeavour'd,the faſter] was bound: at 
< laſt your redoubled Shrieks awaken- 
"1 ing me out of this I Dream, I 
“found 
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« found my Face cover'd with Sweat, 
« and my. Eyes fill'd with. Tears - and 
although 1 was inform'd this morn- 
„ing of your Welfare, yet ſuch an 
« Impreſſion on my Fancy did this 
« horrid Viſion make, that I could not 
* forbear viſiting you thus early, and 
“ ſatisfy myſelf that no; unfortunate 
Accident had befallen you!?“ 
 Ildegerte eaſily perceived, that all the 
King aim'd at, by this feiga'd Dream, 
Was to know, whether or not ſhe Was 
inform'd of Roſaliuda's Arrival; but 
being fully determin'd not ſo much as 
to give him the leaſt Suſpicion of her 
being acquainted with it, ſhe readily 
anſwer'd him, That nothing was of 
greater Comfort to Perſons in Misfor- 
tune, than to be aided by thoſe who 
« aredearitg them; that even the In- 
« tent of his imaginary Succqur was 
% moſt grateful, but that the begg'd him 
not to diſquiet himfelf..with the Ap- 
“ prehenſions of any Danger that moe 
„ befal her; that in his Dominions, in 
the midft; of his Court, ſhe was 
« ſafe from any Inſults, or that ſhould 
„ ſhe be aſſaulted, ſhe had Strength 
“ and Courage enough to defend her- 
« ſelf. But, my Liege, contiuu d ſhe, 
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« was I of a ſuperſtitious Tem 2 
4 could I hearken to Dreams-and'the 
4 wonted Interpretations, I ſhould 
& really be trightned at yours for 
« what could I imagine ſhould drive 
e me from your Arms, but your. Ha- 
10 tred or Indifference, while you were 
4 falt bound in the Fetters of a new 
“ Beauty.” She ſpoke theſe words 
with ſo much Fondneſs in her Eyes, 
and ſuch Sweetneſs in her Voice, that 
the King looking tenderly on her, and 
Tefle&ing on what he was about to do, 
could not 'forbear ſighing; but he was 
Top oiſon'd with "thoſe Notions of Neceſ- 
"Gy and State-Reaſons, that he had not 
power to do what elſe he would wil- 
ingly have done: however, fill'd with 
"Concern and pitying Love, he-careſs'd 
the charming Queen ; who thinking 
thoſe Careſſes feign'd, and only us'd as 
a Veil to cover his Deſign, was inward- 
by griev'd at his Diffimulation, yet 
ill rook care to conceal her Thoughts. 
0 he King Raid a confiderable time 
Witli her; but at laſt riſing up, he 
took his leave of her, and Was going 
gut; : wh Idegerte reflecting that, in 
allprobaHlity, this was the laſt time 
he ſhould ſee him, e him back; 
and 
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and flinging her ſnowy Arms about his 
Neck, Let me once more, ſays ſhe, 
« embrace you.” Once more, Ma- 
% dam! cryd the ſurpriz'd Ring, what 
« can you mean?“ © Pardon a Wo- 
* man's Weakneſs, reply'd Ildegerte (ſup- 
« preſſing that violent Paſhon which 
* had ſo tranſported her) your Dream 
“has put me in ſuch a paniek Fear, 
4 that notwithſtanding what I ſaid at 
« firſt, iT cannot but think it ominous.” 
The King comforted her as well as he 
could before he left her, nor could he 
imagine but what there was ſomething 
extraordinary in her laſt Action; but, 
upon ſecond Thoughts, he concluded, 
that nothing was more probable, than 
that a Perſon, who lov'd him ſo dearly, 
ſhould be irighten'd at what he pre- 
tended had ſo deeply affected him; 
yet determin'd the next day to renew 
his Viſit, and ſee whether ſhe really was 
as n of his Defigns as ſhe ſeem'd 
to be. 

Whilſt the King was with her, Lae- 
gerte had ask'd permiſſion to retire to 
a Palace, which was on the Sea-lide, 
about two Leagues from the Capital. 
As this was ſtill removing her farther, 
the King eaſily conſented to it, agd 
1 
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ſhe told him, that ſhe intended to ſet 
out that very Afternoon. In this Pa- 
lace it was that the young Prince her 
Son was brought up, and therefore eve- 
ry thing was ready atall times for the 
Reception of the King and Queen, and 
there was not the leaſt neceſſity of giv- 
ing notice beforehand of their intended 

Coming. Near this Place alſo it was 
that they had determin'd to embark, 
and that the Ship was to be ready to 
receive them. 
Before 1/degerte left the Caſtle where 
Me was, ſhe gave one of her Women 
that Letter which ſhe had wrote the 
Night before, with Orders to deliver it 
to the King the next day ; after which 
The ſet out for her other Palace, and a- 
bout the middle of the Night her Ama- 
Sons having rendevouz'd near the Place, 
they all went on board, the Queen tak- 
ing her Son with her, whom ſhe was 
refoly'd never to leave in the power of a 
Stepmother. A proſperous Gale ſwelld 
their Sails, and they Toon loft fight 
of Denmark. - The King, after that he 
had left Daegrrte, had been buſy the 
whole day in ordering the neceſſary Pre- 
parations for the Celebration of his en- 
ſuing Nuptials; but ſeeing. now the 
_ time 
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time drew near, he reſolv'd to go viſit 
his preſent Queen, to declare the whole 
matter to her, and ſatisfy her, that no- 
thing but the Intereſt of his Country 
could have forc'd him to part with her. 
As he was meditating in What Terms 
he ſhould deliver bimſelf, and what 
Expreſſions would beſt ſoften fo harſh a 
Story, the Woman, to whom Tdegerte 
had entruſted her Letter, deſir'd to be 
admitted. As nothing was more na- 
tural than for this Lady to be really 
griev'd, as being the only one of her 
Royal Miſtreſs's Train who was left be- 
hind, Theodorick no ſooner ſaw that Me- 
lancholy, which ſat confeſs'd upon her 
Face, but he ſhudder'd with Fear. He 
would have ask'd how the Queen did, 
where ſhe was, the Cauſe of her appa- 
rent Grief, and a thouſand other Queſ- 
tions; but his Voice faulter'd, his Heart 
faild, and his Knees ſhook under him : 
ſcarce had he Strength enough to open 
the Letter, in which he found the fol- 
lowing words. 5 
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ILDEGERTE Uu THEODO® 
RICK, Ring | of. Denmark and 
Norway. 


«© 7 O'U-R: Majeſty's heroick Tem-. 
cc per inclin'd you to' love me, 
„ hilſt you ſaw me cover'd: with the 
«© Blood of your Enemies, and your ge- 
« nerous Gratitude oblig?d me, againſt 
c my Will; to aſcend the Throne: But 
4 the Storm o' erpaſt, and y Our. threat- 
ning Foes: no longer able to offend 
« you, you calmly look*d' on whatryou 
c had done, and concluded the Action 
c raſh and inconſiderate; our common 
« Enemies were hearken'd: to, and it 
« was refoly'd' that I muſt be driven in 
« a ſhameful and ignominious manner 
e from your Bed and Throne; the ve. 
„ ry Sweaes themſtlves ſacrific'd theit 
« only Princeſs, and plac'd her in an 
« adulterous Bed, rather than miſs of 
« their intended Revenge againſt me. 
« However, I can aſſure you, that I 
* quit the Crown without the leaſt re- 
« gret, nor is it ſo difficult, as might 
she at firſt imagin'd, to re-enter into 
« the Condition out of which you rais'd 
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«© me: All I bewail is the Loſs of your 


Heart; for, thou dear .Inconſtanr, 


4 falſe as thou art, I muſt till and ſhall 
“ for ever love thee. May. you live 


« happily, and enjoy thoſe ſolid Bleſ- 
_ © ſings upon the Throne (which I fear 

4“ js next to impoſſible) that I ſhall 
c enjoy in my peaceful Retirement in 
Norway, Whither I am going; and if 
« you can ſometimes think on me, with- 
< out ' interrupting. the Pleaſures of 
your new Love, reflect on that I al- 
« ways bore you, and ſhall as long as 
Breath and; Thought continue, and 
“ remember, with joy remember, that 
« I am, tho your injur'd, yet your 


« faithful, 
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Had it been poſſible ta have ſeen 
Theodorick at that time, and to have en- 
ter'd into his Thoughts, one would have 
ſeen a Man in the moſt dreadful Agita- 
tions, and torn by the moſt violent Paſ- 
ſions ; eſpecially when after he had read 
the Letrer, the Lady, whodeliver'd it, 
inform'd him, that the night before the 


Queen was gone on Shipboard, and ſet | 


[E] Sail 
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Sail for Norway, having taken with her 
the young Prince her Son. 

The Violation of conjugal Fidelity, 
and the Apprehenſion of Danger, of 
which he himſelf was the Cauſe, and 
to which Tyzegerte would be expos'd in 
her Voyage, fat heavy on his Soul; the 
Uneaſineſs, which often accompanies 
paternal Love, made him fear for the 
Safety of his Son. Then he would 
dread xhe Queen's Valour, and think, 
that her Reaſon for carrying away the 
Prince, and retiring among the Norwe- 
giaus, by whom ſhe: was lov'd and 
eſteem'd, nay even ador'd, was only 
to excite them to rebel againſt him, to 
take up Arms to reinſtate her in the 
Throne, and ſecure the poſſeſſion of it 
to her Heir. 

He now calbd to mind both her 
Words and Behaviour during his laſt 
Viſit, and was very well aſſur'd that 
long before that time ſhe was fully 
informed Of all his Deſigns. This had 
almott confirm'd him in his laſt Suſpi- 
cion, as imagining that no Woman 
could, in ſuch a patient manner, have 
born ſo deadly an Affront, had ſhe not 
beforehand — fully ſatisfy'd of the 
e of Revenge, and therefore 

politically 


politically diſguis'd her Anger, leſt ſhe 
ſhould diſcover her Deſign; but read- 
ing over her Letter a ſecond time, he 
baniſh'd all thoſe Fears from his Mind, 
diſcovering in her words the ſame 
Greatneſs of Soul, which had always 
been ſo conſpicuous in Ilaegerte, but 
which now ſent forth many bright and 
dazling Rays, that could not be diſco- 
ver'd during the Sunſhine of Proſpe- 
rity. 11 
| Harald coming in at the ſame time, 
the King read the Letter over to him, 
and diſcover'd what Apprehenſions his 
Mind had at firſt la bour'd under, but 
that a ſerious Reflection on her Virtues 
had totally expell'd them. Harald, 
Who had always hoped, that by di- 
vorcing Theodorick from Hdegerte, he 
ſhould eaſily have attain'd to the Sum- 
mit of his Hopes, was filPd with Grief 
and Rage at the ſight of thoſe tender 
Expreſſions ; which eaſily ſhew*'d, that 
notwithſtanding ſhe was ſenſible of the 
Injury done her, yet was it impoſſible 
for that, or any thing elſe to alter her 
Love towards the King, or make her 
ſwerve from her Duty: yet, unwilling 
to quit the Field, he determin'd to 
make another Attempt. Wherefore he 
[E 2] art- 
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artfully told the King, © Thar it was 
not the part of one, who had ever 


& had the name of a good Politician, 


« to look indolently upon a thing that 
„ might be ſo dangerous, or to reſt 
« ſecure upon the uncertain Generoſity 
« of a Woman's Temper, which natu- 


A 6A 


& rally inclin'd them to Revenge: Nay, 


0 


* 


he would allow, that Iaegerte might 
„ fo far exceed the reſt of her Sex, as 
& to bear this Affront patiently (which 
« yet her ſudden flight into Norway did 
« not ſeem to promile ;) but who could 
ce anſwer that the Norwegzans, who 
e ow?d their Safety to her victorious 
« Arm and undaunted Courage, would 
„ not, even againit her own Will 
« (ſhould {he oppoſe it) take up Arms 
« in her Cauſe, and endeavour to 
« ſpread Deſolation among thoſe who 
« ſhould have Courage enough to be 
« loyal to their King: that he would 
“ not indeed have his Royal Maſter 
4“ diſquiet his Thoughts on this ac- 
« count, or interrupt the Pleaſures 
& of his enſuing Nuptials; but that 
he himſelf would make it his buſi- 
“ neſs to raiſe the neceſſary Forces, and 
« to keep them in ſueh Diſcipline and 
& Difpolition, that they ſhould be im- 

| L= 3, « mediately 


TY. 


A 


' 


Queen of NORwWATY. 37 
4 mediately ready to act upon the firſt 
4 emergent Occaſion.C? | 
The King ſeem'd to like the Advice 
very well, and therefore bid him do it. 
But notwithſtanding what Harald en- 
deavour'd to inſinuate of Laegerte's De- 
ſigns againſt his Royal Perſon, yet 
could not Theodorick be perſuaded of 
it; the Love ſhe bare him, the Services 
ſhe had done him, her Courage and 
Conſtancy, her Modeſty and ſubmiſſive 
Reſignation ; all her Virtues, all her 
Deſerts came crowding into his Me- 
mory : and though the morrow was 
appointed for Roſalindas Entry and 
Marriage, yet was he now doubtful 
whether he ought not to defer it, whe- 
ther he ought not to ſend the Princeſs 
back to her Brother, and recall 7IJe- 
gerte; nay, whether he ought not to 
go into Norway to her, and, falling at 
her feet, implore her Pardon, and bring 
her back with him. 
Harald, who perceiv'd the wild Diſ- 
order of his Soul, endeavour'd all he 
could, but all in vain, to calm the 
raging Paſſions ; he was forc'd to bring 
him all the Miniſters of State, and 
ſcarce could their combin'd Rhetorick 
prevail upon his fluctuating Mind, and 
compole 
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compoſe his doubtful Thoughts : They 
laid before him the Intereſt and Safety 


of his Kingdom, ſhew'd him in what 


manner Hermanfroy would certainly re- 
ſent the Diſgrace of his deſpis'd Siſter, 
that he would ſurely revenge it, and 
that his Revenge would be juſt. They 
further urg'd, that a King was born to 
do good to his Subjects, and mult ſa- 
crifice his own Repoſe to theirs; that 
if Naegerte was that virtuous Heroine 


they had always taken her for, ſhe 


would, with joy, embrace an Oppor- 
tunity of doing the Publick ſo great a 
piece of Service, by only a little in- 
juring her own private Intereſt ; if 
not, ſhe did not deſerve that the Pub- 
lick ſhould expoſe themſelves to inevi- 
table Ruin for her ſake: That, how- 
ever, they had reaſon to entertain a 
very good Opinion of her extraordina- 
ry Diſcretion; and her voluntary. Re- 
treat out of Deumark ſhew*d, that ſhe 


was abſolutely convinc'd of the neceſſi- 


ty of her ſo doing: that therefore the 
States ſhould, for a Reward of her hav- 
ing acted ſo generouſly, ſettle an an- 
nual Penſion upon her, and by a Decree 
preſerve her Royal Titles. 


Theadori > 
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Theodorick liſten'd with Attention to 


what was ſaid to him; penſive and. 
ſad, he continu'd in Silence for ſome 


time after, not knowing what to re- 
ſolve on, but by his Looks you might 
read the Agitation of his doubtful 
Heart: At laſt overcoming that exceſ- 
ſive Grief, which ſtopp'd the Paſſage of 
his Voice, he thus brake out : 

4 Cruel Reaſons of State! Hard Ne- 


ceſſity! Muſt you betray me? Muſt 


“ you make me 1ngrateful and unjuſt ? 
“ muſt I comply with your Laws, and 
4 be made the moſt miſerable of Man- 
9 ki nd? Yes, cant ins d he, turning to- 
dards His Miniſters, ſince my People's 

* « Saber conſiſts in my Ruin, I a: 
- chen my own Pleaſure to pleaſe 
9 them: For them I will forget Dae. 
erte's more than Female Virtues, I 


6 E forget all the former Services 


„ which ſhe has done, not only me, 
„but even you, who now drive her 
« from me, and to-morrow I will wed 
> Roſalinda, my People ſhall enjoy the 
« Bleſſings of Peace, while a cruel 
« War within me ſhall ravage my 
* Heart: my Ingratitude toward the 


« one, my Duty towards the other, 


«r wil prey on my vital Spirits, and 
It “nothing 


. . in © Ars 5 . in ether | — 
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nothing but Death it-ſelf will be a- 
<:hies to put a e to my Miſe- 
r 

The n next morning the States of the 
Kingdom aſſembled, pronounc'd the 
Divorcement of Iidegerte ; but at the 
ſame time; ſettled a noble Penſion upon 
her, and by their Decree preſery?d her 
Titles. The King, . who thought he 
was in Honour and Gratitude oblig'd 
to anſwer. her Letter, did 1 it in the * 
ng manner. 


F080 RICK, Ling of Den: 
mark and Norway to Eeeen 
II DEERE. Hh 


Should never have had 8 
enough to plead any Excuſe, af- 

« ter having ſo unjuſtly wrong'd you; 
« did. I not entirely rely upon your 
« vvelk known Goodneſs, and ;your un- 
« exampled Virtues. You know, va- 
4 liant- Queen, that the Heart of a 
« King is; upon all Occaſions, claim'd 
« 25a Victim, which, the Subject has 
« an undoubted Right to offer up: to 
the Intereſt of my Kingdom haye 1 
* facrific'd mine; but norw MO 

5 * 
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« that, do not believe that I ſhall ever 
« forget, that *tis to you I owe both 


« my Life and my Crown, which your 


c Son ſhall one day wear. Let his 
Education be ſuitable to his Quality. 
« Mean while, if you deſire Honour 


and Riches, or any thing elſe that is 


& in the power of me or mine, name 
& it; there is no Obſtacle ſhall' prevent 
„ my doing any thing that may 


&© tend to your Satisfaction. (How ſhall | 


“I ſpeak this? which yet, believe me, 
&« is really true:) You have till the 
« greateſt ſhare of my Heart, and my 
& Grief would kill me, did I believe 


« you could no longer love the unfor- 


e tunate 


THEO DORICX. 


This Letter, with the Decree of the 
States, was put into the hands of an 
Ambaſſador, who ſet out immediately 
for Norway, and the King's Thoughts 
being a little calm'd, he prepared him- 
ſelf for his intended Marriage, where- 
fore, dreſt in the moſt ſumptuous man- 
ner imaginable, and mounted on a 
ſtately Horſe, he went to meet the 

125 EP Prin. 
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Princeſs Roſalinda. Never was a more 
noble Cavalcade ſeen; two triumphant 
Arches were erected, under which they 
muſt paſs; the one dedicated to Peace, 
the other to Hymer: The ſides of the 
Houſes were all hung with the richeſt 
Carpets, and the Streets ſtrewed with 
Greens and Flowers, When the King 
came within about twenty Yards of 
the Princeſs, he alighted, with all his 
Nobility ; and Roſalinaa, with her La- 
dies, did the ſame, The King ſaluted 
Her with a great deal of Reſpect, after 
which, the Royal Pair went into an 
open Chariot, drawn by eight ſtately 
Steeds, and in a triumphant manner 
paſſed through the Streets of Copenba- 
en. 

The King had leiſure now to conſi— 
der the Princeſs more attentively, and 
could not forbear thinking (what was 
true) that, excepting Ilaegerte, he had 
never ſeen any thing more fair, more 
beautiful. The fame Day the Mar- 
riage was ſolemniz'd, and Raſalinda 
crown'd : But, notwithſtanding the 
uſual Diſpoſition of the People at thoſe 
publick Ceremonies, yet could not their 
wonted Joy be diſcover'd ; they were 
all devoted to their late Queen, and 

7: could 


Queen of NORA x. 43 
could not reliſh any Pleaſure which 
they knew of courſe muſt be painful to 
her. 

But now the Ambaſſador, which by 
Theodorick was ſent to [/dezerte, arriv'd 
in Norway, and found that the Queen 
was retired to a Seat belonging to a 
Paternal Eſtate, where ſhe intended to 


ſpend the remainder of her days. As 


ſoon as ſhe was acquainted with the 

Purport of his Embaſſy, ſhe refus'd the 
Decree of. the States, but read the 
King's Letter, and anſwer'd i in the 
— manner. 


IpkkR TR fo King 
TREODO RICK. 


Never did in the leaſt queſtion but 


« | that your Majeſty was OY 
« by Reaſons of State to do what. 

have done, nor do I in the Laſt 
blame you for inſuring Peace to your 
People, by your Alliance with Swe- 


“den; all that T can complain of, is, 


2 that after thoſe undoubted Proofs 
that I had given you of my not be- 
4 ing in the leaſt tainted with Ambi- 
tion, after thoſe unqueſtionable To 
"A kens 
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“ kens of my Love towards you, and 


„ my manifeſt Deſire for the Welfare 


“ of your People, I was not thought 
& worthy to be intruſted with a Secret 
« in which I was ſo highly concern'd. 
« Your Majeſty may depend upon ths, 
« that had my Advice been ask'd, I 


e could have given it without the leaſt 


&« prejudice or partiality, and J ſhould 
& have conſulted not my own, but 
c“ your's and your Peoples Intereſt. As 
& for the Decree of the States, for the 
« Preſervation of my Titles, and the 
“ ſettling my Revenues, I have refus'd 
„it: What is the Enjoyment of Ho- 


I nour or Riches, ſince you are loft ? 


the latter may be ſerviceable to you 
“ upon ſome emergent Occaſion, The 
Education of the Prince, your Son, 


„ 'ſhall be ſuitable to his Quality. All 
4 that I beg of you is, the Continuation 
_ © of that Love you promiſe him: If 


* by any of my Actions I could claim 
“ your paternal Tenderneſs for him, all 
« my Endeavours ſhould be to deſerve 
« it. However, of this you may reſt 


s aſſured, that you ſhall ever find the 
_ © uninterrupted Marks of Conjugal 


AQ 


“Fidelity and undiſſembled Loyalty in 
« your 1 570 101. 


ILDEGERT B. 


The 
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ii The Ambeater and, his: Td 


were magnificently treated, and the 


Preſents which were made 'em ſeem'd 
more ſuitable to the Queen's generous 
Temper than to her preſent Fortune. 
She ſhew*d 'em her Son in the Cradle: 
« Behold, ſays foe, the eldeſt Offspring 
« of your Royal Blood ; pay him the 
Reſpects which you owe your Prince, 
< and aſſure the King, his Father, that 
„I will take ſuch care of his Educa- 
« tion, that he ſhall never be a Diſ 


„grace to the Royal Race from which 


* he is ſprung.” | 

Roſalinda had now been a Month 
upon the Throne when this Ambaſſador 
return'd, who gave the King a faith- 
ful account of all that 7/degerte had faid, 


and even of her moſt minute Actions; 


and at the ſame time deliver'd him her 
Letter, which he read over three times, 
in the preſence of ſeveral, with a Tranſ- 


22 which he himfelf was not Maſter 
ME bt x 


Mean while Harald obſerving the 
Diſcontent +that the People openly 
ſhew'd at the Divorcement of Negerte, 
took care to foment it, though he him- 
ſelf had been the chief, or rather the 
3 only 
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only Inſtrument of it, leſt, if he ſhould 
lip the favourable Opportunity, his 
Hopes might yet vaniſh: for, notwith- 

ſtanding Rofalinda was a very deſerving 
Princeſs, the Danes could look on her on- 
ly as an, Uſurpreſs, who had pluck*d the 
late Queen from the Throne, which 
ſhe lawfully poſſeſs*'d, and baniſh'd the 

young Prince out of their Kingdom. 
The King enjoying a Peace with 
Sweder, and having no longer any rea- 
Aon to apprehend ought from Hdegerte, 
had reduc'd. his Troops; and havin 

no Foes to engage, he could not ſtifle by 
the Din of Arms, thoſe inward Mur- 
murs which ſtill reproach'd him his In- 
gratitude toward the late Queen: but 
determin'd to drown his increaſing 
 Griefs in Buſineſs; and for that end ſer 
out to viſit the Fortifications on the 
Frontiers of his Kingdom, and to view 
all his Gariſons, leaving Harald Go- 
vernour of Copenhagen, and of the Ca- 
ſtle in it; who having been all along at 
the Helm of Affairs, had taken care 
that no one but his own Creatures 
ſhould be put into any confiderable Em- 
ploy ment: In the hands of ſuch was the 
Treaſury, and by ſuch was the Army 
commanded, who immediately enter'd 
N41 | Into 
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into his meaſures; and having form'd 
a ſtrong Conſpiracy, no ſooner heard 
that Theodorick was on the fartheſt 
Frontiers, but he declar'd himſelf the. 
rightful Jere-Divino Heir to the Crown, 
and forc'd the States to proclaim him 
King. | 

_ Beſides his Ambition, there was ano- 
ther ſtronger Motive which prompted 
him to this treacherous Aion, his 
Love: not thinking that Idegerte would 
want much Court ſhip to accept part of 
his Bed, when he could alſo give her 
part of a Throne, and hoping ſhe 
would fall into any meaſures, whereby 
ſhe might be reveng'd of the Inconſtan- 
cy of Theodorick. 1 

This Revolution was ſo ſudden, that 
the young Queen, who had ſtaid at the 
Royal Palace of Copenhagen, found her- 
ſelf forfaken by almoſt every body, 
before ſhe heard the fatal News, and 
had ſcarce one left about her to tell it. 
No ſooner was ſhe acquainted with 
what was done, but ſhe thought of get- 
ting privately on Shipboard, and fly ing 
into Swedex : But Harald prevented her, 
by aſſuring her rhat ſhe ſhould always 
meet with the Reſpect due to her Birth, 
and by placing ſome of his gu a- 
1 EY Out 
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bout her, though they were ordered to 
watch the Queen at that diſtance, as if 
rather meant for Honour than Confine- 
ment. 

: *Tis impoſſible to conceive how Thun- 
der- ſtruck the King was at the news of 
this Rebellion; the Uſurper was. 1n 


poſſeſſion of the publick, as well as of 


his own private Treaſury, and had al- 
ready: fuch Forces on foot, that he had 
reduc'd all the neighbouring Cities to 
his Obedience, and muſt in a ſhort time 
be Maſter of the whole Kingdom. 
Thoſe Subjects who till continu'd loy- 
al, did not dare declare themſelves ; 


fhould they, they muſt inevitably pe- 


riſh, and their Fall would have done 


 Theodorick no ſervice. What muſt be 


done? He had neither Miniſters, Ar- 
my, nor Money. Who could he truſt. 
to? He was betray'd by his boſom 
Friend. What means mult be us'd for 
re-inſtating himſelf? Harald was too 
good a Politician, he knew, not to have. 
taken care to ſecure every Place from 
which he might have drawn the leaſt 
Advantage, and to have undertaken a 
thing of ſo dangerous a Conſequence, had 
he not been before aſſured that he could 
ſupport himſelf in it. The Swedes - 
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were already engag'd in a troubleſome 
War, and could not aſſiſt him: The 
Norwezians were incens'd, and there- 
fore he fear'd would not; Then began 
he ſeriouſly to reflect on his ungenerous, 
or rather criminal Behaviour to his 
late Queen: „O valiant Tldegerte, 
& cry he, at length a juſt Vengeance 
<6 has overtaken me. Can I complain i 
that my Friend has betray'd me, 1 
« when I fo baſely betray d my Wife? I 
« No, this Puniſhment was by Heaven | 
4 itſelf reſery'd in ſtore, yet is it ſcarce 
ec equal to my Crime.“ | 
Mean while Harald fearing that if he 
ſhould delay, the King might get ſome 
aſſiſtance, and perhaps put a ſtop to his 
ambitious Deſires, {hut Roſalinda up in 
the Caſtle of Copenhagen, which he for- ö 
tify'd, and in it plac'd a ſtrong Gari- | 
ſon ; and having ſettled every thing in 
the City in ſuch order, that he had no 
reaſon to apprehend any thing that 
might be done in Theodorick's Favour, 
he march'd directly towards him, that 
he might make himſelf Maſter of his 
Perſon, and by conſequence of the 
whole Kingdom. FE 
But as his Love and his Ambition had 
always went hand in hand together, he 


LG] thought 
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5 thought that he had now done too 
i much for the Jatter, without doing 
ſomething for the former: and, unwil- 
j . ling to conceal his Paſſion any longer, 
ö he reſolv'd to acquaint Ldegerte with 
ſl the conſtant Love he had borne her in 


his Heart, ever ſince the firſt time he _ 
had ſeen her; and therefore imme- 
| | diately diſpatch'd an Expreſs to her, 
| with the following Letter. 


/ 


HARALD Xing of Denmark 
to H ucen ILDEGERTE. 


Notwithſtanding all my former 
„ Y Endeavours to conceal my Love, 
J am very well aſſur'd that you muſt 
in ſome meaſure be ſenſible of it, 
& when, uamindful of what was due 
to Friendſhip, I betray*d thoſe Secrets, 
„ which had been entruſted to me, 
4 gave you warning of the Inconſtancy 
4 of your Spouſe, advisd you to main- 
„ tain yourſelf upon a Throne which 
<« your Valour and Virtues had fo juſtly 
© rais'd you to, and promis'd you mine 
'« and my Friends Aſſiſtance: you neg- 
elected the Advice, and the _— 
POT; ils "I 
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& ful Thegdorick put his cursd Deſigns 
in execution. I have aſſerted my 
& lawful Claim to the Crown, and ta- 
4 ken poſſeſſion of a Kingdom which 
« his Anceſtors had ufurp? 
« only that T might re-ſettle you on its 


d from mine, 


Throne, from which you were un- 
Your faithleſs Huſ- 


4 juſtly driven. 


„ band himſelf has broken thoſe Chains 
„ by which you were bound to him; 
“your Rival is in my hands, and Iam 
& at the head of a powerful Amy; by 
« which the ſmall remaining part of 
et own'd 


© Denmark, which has not 
« my Right, will ſoon be oblig'd to 


« ſubmir to their awtul King. 


Come 


« then, my Queen, you ſhall again 
“ reign in D-zmark, but no where more 


© powerfully than in the Heart of 


HARALD. 


This Letter diſpatchd, Harald went 
to join the Army which was marching 
againit the King; which this unfortunate 
Monarch hearing, his firſt Surprize and 
Grief being now abated, he thought 
the beſt way would be to endeavour to 


regain the Minds 


of the 


ie People; a 
[G 272 ͤã 


nd 
tO 


to that end, diſguis'd, he privately con- 


vey'd himſelf ro Copenbagen, and went 
to the Houſe of one of the Senators, 


i whoſe Loyalty he had no reaſon to dif- 


truſt, Notwithſtanding this Underta- 
king might appear raſh and preſumptu- 
ous, yet it was abſolutely neceſſary, 
elſe had he infallibly been apprehended 
by the Tyrant. During his ſtay in that. 
City, by means of his Friends, he alſo re- 
eſtabliſn'd himſelf in favour with many 
of his Subjects; but there being a large 
Gariſon in the Town, and the adjoining 
Citadel being almoſt impregnable, 
and many ſuſpect ing the King to be at 
Copenhagen, his Friends hurried him 
out of it; and having privately rais'd a 
ſmall number of Soldiers, he took poſ- 
ſeſſion of an advantageous Poſt, and 
there intrench'd himſelf, ſet up his 
Royal Standard, and ſo gave time to 
thoſe who were loyally inclin'd, to come 
in and join him. | 

The News of this ſtrange Revolution 
had ſcarce reach'd Ngrway, when Ilde- 
gerte recciv'd the Uſurper's Letter ; and 
ſo generous was ſhe, that ſhe never one 
Moment paus'd to conſider what muſt 
be done, but immediately impriſoning 
the Expreſs who had brought Harald's 
ef EI . 
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Letter, leſt he ſhould diſcover her De- 
ſigns, ſhe re-aſſum*d the Name of 
Queen, ſo neceſſary at this JunQure, 

plac'd a itrong Guard about her Son, 
to prevent any Attempt that might be 
made upon his Lite, and with her 


faithful Amazons, a Body of Volun- 
teers, the moſt part of *em Noblemen, 


and a conſiderable number of regular 


Forces, ſhe paſs'd into Denmark at a 


time when ſhe was not in the leaſt ex- 
pected. 
Harald had an Army in Number and 
Diſcipline much ſuperiour to the King's; 
but knowing that Loſs of time might 
probably be the Loſs of the Kingdom, 
he reſolv'd to cruſh Theodorick before 
any more Forces could come to his 
aſſiſtance : but not being able to force 
the Royal Army's Trenches, he ſur- 
rounded 'em, cut off all their Commu- 
nication, reduc'd them to a Neceſſity 
of Forrage and Proviſions, and they 
ſaw themſelves oblig'd to attempt a ve- 
ry unequal Combat, in which they 


muſt all inevitably have periſh'd, had 


not Jldegerte juſt at that time landed; 


and hearing the Extremity to which 


the King was reduc'd, immediately diſ- 
patch'd one of her truſtieſt Women, 


to 


to whom ſhe gave a Letter and private 
Inſtructions. The diſguis'd; Amazor 
paſsd unſuſpected through Harald's 
1 being introduc'd into the 
King's Tent, deliver'd him the follow- 
ing Letter. | 


ILDEGERTE to King 
 THEODORICK. 


&© FT. J AD not the Name of Wife calPd 
« ne to the aſſiſtance of one who 
« was my Husband, yet would rhe 
« Duty of a Subject have engag'd me 
e to come to the reſcue of my King. 
I am juſt landed with three thouſand 
4% Amazons, a thouſand Volunteers, 
“ and ſix thouſand well -diſciplin'd 
Norwegian Soldiers. We are above 
“four Days March from you, but the 
« fifth T ſhall reach you. When I fall 
4 upon. the Enemies Camp, do you 
& fally forth from your Trenches, and 
* attack them on your ſide ; and I 
% doubt not, but the Juſtice of your 
_ © Cauſe will meet with the Succeſs it 
* deſerves, and which no one more ar- 


„ dently prays for than your faithful 


IL DEGERTE- 
It 


Queen of NORwWAT. 55 


It is impoſſible to expreſs the pain- 


ful Pleaſure which the King felt at the re- 
ceipt of this Letter; his Face oyerſpread 
with Bluſhes, ſhew'd his Confuſion; yet 
what Joy to find the generous I/degerte 


ſtill the ame! But he had no time to 


ſpend now in Reflections of this na- 


ture, but diſpatch'd the fame Expreſs 


back again, as ſoon as he had inform d 
her of the Strength and Diſpoſition of 
his, as well as of the Enemies Army, 
their Poſture, and in ſhort, every thing 


elſe, the Knowledge of which, he 


thought, might be of ſervice to Hae- 
eyte. 


March ſo indefatigably, that when the 
Expreſs met her, ſhe was but a Day's 
Journey from Theodorick. But ſhe had 
not been able to conceal her: landing 
in Denmark ; it wes diſcover'd, and 
Harald inform'd of it; who know- 
ing it much eaſier to overcome ' theſe 
Armies ſeparately, reſolv'd to fall up- 
on the King before the Junction of his 
and Idegerte's Forces: and therefore or- 
dered every thing to be in readineſs 
for the attacking the Enemy the next 
Side 8 Morn- 


This generous Queen had purſued her | 
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Morning, and for the forcing of their 
Lanes. 3 i 
And now the Sun for two whole 
Hours ſpace had travelled up the ſteep 
- Aſcent, when Harald made a general 
Aſſault, and puſh'd it with all his 
Forces, and with ſo much Courage and 
Conduct, that nought could equal, but 
the Bravery of the Royaliſts: Thrice 
they. repuls'd their Foes, who thrice re- 
new'd the Attack; but at laſt, over- 
power'd by Multitudes, two Battalions, 
commanded by two of the braveſt 
Officers, began to ſlacken; the firſt 
Trench was but faintly defended, the 
forcing of which would have given the 
Uſurper an entire Victory, when Hae- 
erte appear'd at the inſtant that the Re- 
Vanguard was entering into the afore- 
aid Trench. As ſhe march'd in Battel- 
rray, ſhe fell upon the Enemies Rear 
ith ſuch an undaunted Reſolution, 
that notwithſtanding they faced her, 
yet was Harald oblig'd to ceaſe the 
Attack, which had been carried on 
with ſo much Succeſs, that he might 
put his Battalions into good order, 
thereby the better to enable them to 
ſuſtain the impetuous Shock of 1/degerte's 
Arms. The Royaliſts ſhouted at the 
ſight 
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fight of a Succour, which came in at 
ſo critical a Juncture; they no longer 
thought now of barely defending their 
Lives; the Hopes, the Proſpect of a 
ſpeedy Victory fired their drooping 
Souls: the King put them in Battel-Ar- 
ray, and taking advantage of the Ene- 
mies Confuſion, they vigorouſly ſallied 
forth, and fell upon thoſe who juſt be- 
fore had attacked them | 
On the other ſide, Ndegerte behav'd 
herſelf with ſo much Courage, that 
whereſoever ſhe appear'd, her Foes gave 
ground, and the Rear, which ſhe had 
at firſt fell upon, was forc'd backwards 
upon the main Body ; fo that between 
the two Armies, the Rebels were 
ftreighten'd ro ſuch a degree, that they 
had ſcarce room left to act offenſively 
without falling foul upon one another, 
| Tidegerte ſeeing this Diſorder, charg'd 
the Rear with all her Forces, over- 
threw them, and pierced into the Ene- 
mies Army as far as their fecond Line 
of Battel. x 17 0003 T6 eu 

Mean while Harald diſcharg'd all the 
Duties. of a General with uncommon 
Diligence; he ſent timely Aid to faint- 
ing Squadrons, inſpir'd his repuls'd 
Battalions, rallied thoſe who were ſcat- 

ET n ter'd 


— .* 
- — WI as ++ 2 ——— —— — — 


34 — 2 a eee. wee —— n e —yjͤ—ͥͤ — 


ter d, and us'd his utmoſt endeavours 
to make his Soldiers extend to right 
and left, that they might have room to 
act in. And as he had always poſleſs'd 
that excellent Quality ſo neceſſary to 
the accompliſhment of a General, of 
being able to look unmov'd, and as in 
cold Blood, upon the greateſt Deſola- 
tions and moſt horrid Slaughters; and 
to form as cool Reſolutions in the heat 
of Battel, as he could the Day before: 
He ſaw that Death and Deſtruction 
were chiefly pour'd upon him from 
the part of | the Hoſtile Army, where 
Naegerte herſelf fought ; and therefore 
with a Number of choſen Men, he 
moy'd towards her, to oppaſe her con- 
quering Arms. The Heroick Queen 
perceiv'd him, and knowing that his 
Death would inſure a ſpeedy and entire 
Victory, put herſelf at the Head of 
her Amnazunian Regiments to receive 
him. The Tyrant ſaw it, and dreaded 
the Event; then fired with Ind igna- 
tion at the thoughts of his being daunt- 
ed by a Woman, his Love was of a 
ſudden chang'd into deadly Hate, and 


ſeeing Udegerte come forwards, he met 
her, with a deſign of not ſparing her 


Life, but of ſacrificing her to his Rage. 
T7 They 
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They engag'd: The aſtoniſh'd Sol- 
diers, motionleſs, beheld the dreadful 
Combat, and all their Thoughts were 
full of the Event. But Heaven, which 
cannot ſee the Guilty triumph long, aſ- 
ſiſted Hargerte, who with one Blow 
of her Scimitar, ſever'd the Uſurper's 
Head from his Shoulders, which fell down 
at her feet, whilſt his Body was car- 
ried far away by his enrag'd Steed. 
The Tyrant dead, the Rebels threw 
down their Arms, and begg'd for Mer- 
Cy. Ilaegerte made thoſe which had faced 
her, Priſoners; and then advanc'd to- 
wards the King at the time that he 
was doing the ſame to the Van, with 
which he had engag'd. | 
As ſoon as Theogorick heard ſhe was 
coming, he rode towards her, and be- 
ing come pretty near, alighted from 
his Horſe; [aegerte did the ſame: the 
King ran to meet her, threw himſelf 
at her Feet, and bathing her Hands 
with his Tears, © Was it not enough, 
O generous Queen, cd he, that I 
« was indebted to you for my Life 
« and Crown, whilll I was yet inno- 
« cent? Muſt I again receive them 
« from your hands, after having been 
< ſo baſely ingrateful? My Crime be- 
ir [H 2] "Ry 
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„ fore was great; this Goodneſs , of 

4 yours will ſhew it in its blackeſt Co. 

“ lours, and make it appear monſtrous 

« and deteſtable.” 

| „ We have not now time, my Liege, 
ce replyd Ildegerte, to talk of things of 

| 1 this nature; the Uſurper indeed is 

| “ dead, and his Army cut in pieces, or 


made Captives, but Copenhagen is 
not ſubdued: haſte then, my Liege 
| & whilſt Fear has fill'd the Minds of all 


[\ < the Rebels; enter your Capital; du- 
| e ring the preſent Confuſion, you may 
| do it without ſhedding your Subjects 
| “ Blood, and re-aſcend your Throne 
| « without the leaſt Oppofirion.? ky 
The King approv'd the ſeaſonable 
Advice, and ordering the Rebels Offi- 
| cers to be carried to Cotenbagen, there 
| to ſce their Leaders made an example 
of: with Haegerte he fought the Metro- 
| politan, where ſhe was receiv'd by all 
the Loyaliſts with Shouts and Accla- 
mations of Joy, and ſtiled, The Deli- 
| werer of tier King am, 

Mean while Reſalinda continued Pri- 
ſoner in the Citadel, in which Harald 
had plac'd a ſtrong Gariſon, and of 
which he had made one of his truſtieſt 
Friends Governour, well knowing, that 

R 3 


9 K — —ͤ— © T 


— 32332 .. 


Que of Non. I. On 


no one could call the Town their own, 
Vbilſt the Caſtle held out againſt them. 

Ddegerte undertook to reduce it, but 
ſeeing that it was able to hold out a 
long Siege, ſhe endeavour'd to bribe 
the Governour ; but he was deaf to all 
her Offers; he had had too great a hand 
in the Conſpiracy, ever to hope for 
Mercy ; and therefore reſolving to 
hearken to no Terms, he conceal'd the 
Uſurper's Death, daily ſhew'd Letters, 
which he had counterfeited, and which 
gave a good account of the State of 
Harala's Affairs, diſtributed all the 
Money which he had in his hands, a- 
mong the Soldiers, whom he engag'd 
to fight, and hold it out to the laſt. 

But People cannot long be impos'd 
upon in a Matter of ſuch Conſequence ; 
the News of the Tyrant's Death reach'd 
the Soldiers ears; *twas ſoon con- 
firm'd: with Indignation they beheld 
their Governour, who had ſo groſly a- 
buſed them. He endeavour'd to aſ- 
ſuage their Paſſion, but all in vain; 
they mutiny'd; he, to appeaſe them, 
made uſe of an ill-tim'd Severity: they 
roſe up againſt him, and hung him up 
at Roſalinda's Priſon- door, whom the 
took out and put into the hands of II- 

| degerte. 
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degerte. How great muſt her inward 
Triumph be! Twice had ſhe fav'd her 


faithleſs Husband's Life, twice reſtored 
his loſt Crown, and now was Miſtreſs 


of the Fate of a Rival, for whoſe ſake 
ihe had been driven from the Throne. 
The King lov'd her more than ever, 
the Court admir'd, the Army ador'd 
her, and there was ſcarce a Daze who 
would not gladly have ſacrific'd his 
Lite for her Service. The Love they 
bore the Son, increas'd their Affection 
tor the Mother : The People loudly 
cry'd, ſhe had been - unjuſtly diyorc'd ; 
nay, even the Princeſs of Sweaez herſelt 
own'd it. 
What then was more natural than 
to ſuppoſe that Naegerte would inſiſt up- 
on having her Divorcement repeal'd ; 
nay, ſhe confirm'd every body in this 
Opinion, when ſhe deſired to have a 


general Aſſembly of the States called, 


giving out, that ſhe had ſomething to 

propoſe to them in her own behalf. 
Accordingly the States of the King- 

dom were called together ; the King was 


preſent, dreſs'd in his Regal Robes; 


on each fide of his Throne there was a 


ſmall one erected for the two Queens: 


Hargerte placd herſelf on his Right- 
| | Pn Hand, 
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Hand, and Roſalinda on the Left. As 
ſoon as the Aſſembly was ſeated, Ide. 
gerte roſe and ſpake thus: 
I did not deſire this Auguſt Aſembly | 
_ © to becalld together, that they might 
« drive from the Throne a Princels, 
« whoſe Birthand whoſe Virtues fo j uſtly 
<« entitle her to the poſſeſſion of it: Far 
* be ſuch a Thought from me. No, my 
“Liege, the only Favour I have to | beg 
„Hof you, in relation to your Marriage, 
“is, that you would be kind to Raſa- 
1 linda, let her never feel the Effects 
of your Inconſtancy, but may you 
always be happy in the Enjoyment 
of her. May you, Great Queen, 
in the Arms of Theodorick, meet all 
the Bleſſings which Conjugal Fide- 
« lity beſtows, and love him as fincere- 
« ly A ever did, as I ſtill do. A Re- 
“ queſt of the above-· mention'd nature 
0 might be fatal to the Peace of this 
« Kingdom ; of which, rather than a- 
„ny thing ſhould diſturb the Quiet, I 
« would gladly venture my Lite. All 
&« that I have to beg of you, my Liege, 
« as well as of you, my Lords and 
“Gentlemen, is, That your young 
„Prince may never have cauſe to re- 
& > nn; that he is a divorc'd Wo- 
man's 


& man's Son, but acknowledge him 
« Theodarick's Royal Offspring, and the 
« Heir apparent to theſe Kingdoms: 
.< For my own part, I deſire that I ma 
« ftill-calmly poſſeſs the bleſſed Retreat 
& which I have already enjoy'd; and 
« let not the ſmall Services Which I 
& have done the State be ever effaced 
“ from your Memories,” 

It is impoſſible for Words to expreſs 
the Surprize | of every one who was 
there preſent ; they expected to hear 
her propoſe her being re-eſtabliſh*d on 
the Throne, and every Member had 
before-hand refolv'd to give her their 
Suffrage. As ſoon as ſhe had done, a 

eneral Murmur was heard throughout 
the Aſſembly ; and they found, what 
before would have been eſteem*d Folly 
to think, that the Admiration of her 
Virtues could bear Increaſe. Roſalinaa;z 
her Eyes full of Tears, and her Soul 
touch'd with a generous Efteem and 
kind Concern for the dittreſſed Heroine; 
roſe from her Seat, and running to I- 
degerte, threw herſelf at her feet, in- 
treating her to re-aſcend the Throne, 
which was ſo juſtly due to ſuch tranſ- 
cendent Merit; aſſuring her, that twas 
with the greateſt Satisfaction ſhe re- 

"_ | ſign'd 
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ſign'd not only the Crown, but even 
Theolloric himſelf, nor could ſhe ever 
bear to uſurp a Place which ſo juſtly 
belong'd to her. The King was not 
able to utter a word, but by his Looks 
ſufficiently ſhew'd what paſs'd in his 
Heart; and the whole Aſſembly preſs'd 
Ildegerte to accept Roſalinda's Offer. 
But ſhe, deaf to all their Entreaties, 
ſoon let them ſee, that what ſhe had 
faid was ſpoken from the bottom of 
her Heart, and that it was in vain to 
urge the Matter any farther; all that 
they could do, was to get her conſent, 
that during her Life, ſhe ſhould be 
ſtiled their Queen, and wear the 
Marks of Royal Authority.” But as 
for the Prince, her Son, he was im- 
mediately procla im'd King of Norway; 
and during his Minority, the Admini— 
{tration given to his Royal Mother. 

This done, Ilaegerte embrac'd the 
King and Queen, returning them ma- 
ny thanks for all thoſe Marks of Affec- 
tion which they had ſhewn her: nor was 
her ſtay in Dexmark long; ſhe return'd 
to Norway, that ſhe might the better 
take care of the Education of her Son ; 
who prov'd one of the greateſt Heroes 
that ever reign'd in that Kingdom: 


II and 
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and from him are deſcended * II. 
luſtrious Race of Monarchs, Who have 
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